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Tafsir  Ibn  Kathir  ^ 

Alama  Imad  ud  Din  Ibn  Kathir 


Tafsir  ibn  Kathir,  is  a  classic  Sunni  Islam  Tafsir  (commentary  of  the  Qur'an)  by  Imad  ud  Din  Ibn  Kathir.  It  is 
considered  to  be  a  summary  of  the  earlier  Tafsir  al-Tabari.  It  is  popular  because  it  uses  Hadith  to  explain  each 

verse  and  chapter  of  the  Qur'an. . . 

Surah  A1  Anbiyah 


The  Virtues  of  Surat  Al-Anbiya' 


Al-Bukhari  recorded  that  Abdur-Rahman  bin  Yazid  said  that  Abdullah  said, 

"Banu  Isra'il,  Al-Kahf,  Maryam,  Ta  Ha  and  Al-Anbiya'  -  they  are  among  the  earliest  and  most 
beautiful  Surahs  and  they  are  my  treasure." 


Jr1' 1  1  1 

In  the  Name  of  Allah,  the  Most  Gracious,  the  Most  Merciful. 

1. 

Draws  near  for  mankind  their  reckoning,  while  they  turn  away  in  heedlessness. 

2. 

Comes  not  unto  them  an  admonition  from  their  Lord  as  a  recent  revelation  but  they  listen  to  it 
while  they  play. 

3. 

’A 

With  their  hearts  occupied. 

Those  who  do  wrong,  conceal  their  private  counsels,  (saying):  "Is  this  more  than  a  human  being 
like  you!  Will  you  submit  to  magic  while  you  see  it!" 

4. 

He  said:  "My  Lord  knows  what  is  said  in  the  heavens  and  on  earth.  And  He  is  the  All-Hearer,  the 
All-Knower." 

5. 


6. 


Nay,  they  say:  "These  are  mixed  up  false  dreams! 

Nay,  he  has  invented  it!  -  Nay,  he  is  a  poet!  Let  him  then  bring  us  an  Ayah  like  the  ones  that 
were  sent  before!" 

Not  one  of  the  towns  of  those  which  We  destroyed,  believed  before  them;  will  they  then  believe. 


The  Hour  is  at  hand  but  People  are  heedless 


Allah  says: 


Draws  near  for  mankind  their  reckoning,  while  they  turn  away  in  heedlessness. 

This  is  a  warning  from  Allah  of  the  approach  of  the  Hour,  and  that  people  are  heedless  of  it,  i.e.,  they 
are  not  working  for  it  or  preparing  for  it. 

An-Nasa'i  recorded  that  Abu  Sa'id  reported  from  the  Prophet: 


flaLj  (while  they  turn  away  in  heedlessness),  he  said,  L&)li|(in  this  world).AIIah  says: 

The  Event  ordained  by  Allah  will  come  to  pass,  so  seek  not  to  hasten  it.  (16:1) 

The  Hour  has  drawn  near,  and  the  moon  has  been  cleft  asunder.  And  if  they  see  a  sign,  they  turn  away.  (54:1-2) 

Then  Allah  states  that  they  do  not  listen  to  the  revelation  (Wahy)  that  He  sends  down  to  His 
Messenger,  which  is  addressed  to  the  Quraysh  and  all  disbelievers  like  them. 

. . . 

Comes  not  unto  them  an  admonition  from  their  Lord  as  a  recent  revelation, 
meaning,  newly-revealed, 


but  they  listen  to  it  while  they  play. 


With  their  hearts  occupied. 

This  is  like  what  Ibn  Abbas  said, 
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"Why  do  you  ask  the  People  of  the  Book  about  what  they  have,  which  has  been  altered  and 
distorted,  and  they  have  added  things  and  taken  things  away,  when  your  Book  is  the  most  recently 
revealed  from  Allah,  and  you  read  it  pure  and  unadulterated" 

Al-Bukhari  recorded  something  similar  to  this. 

. . .  ■  ■  ■ 

Those  who  do  wrong,  conceal  their  private  counsels, 

meaning,  what  they  say  to  one  another  in  secret. 

...S&sZ&fyte  Ji... 

Is  this  more  than  a  human  being  like  you! 

meaning,  the  Messenger  of  Allah.  They  did  not  believe  that  he  could  be  a  Prophet  because  he  was  a 
human  being  like  them,  so  how  could  he  have  been  singled  out  to  receive  revelation,  and  not  them! 
They  said: 

■  ■  ■ 

Will  you  submit  to  magic  while  you  see  it! 

meaning,  will  you  follow  him  and  be  like  one  who  submits  to  magic  when  he  knows  that  it  is  magic! 
Allah  said  in  response  to  their  fabrications  and  lies: 

He  said:  "My  Lord  knows  what  is  said  in  the  heavens  and  on  earth..." 

Nothing  at  all  is  hidden  from  the  One  Who  knows  that,  and  He  is  the  One  Who  reveals  this  Qur'an 
which  contains  news  of  the  earliest  and  last  generations.  No  one  can  produce  the  like  of  this  except 
the  One  Who  knows  all  the  secrets  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth. 

And  He  is  the  All-Hearer,  the  All-Knower. 

means,  He  hears  all  that  they  say  and  He  knows  all  their  circumstances.  This  is  a  warning  and  a  threat 
to  them. 


The  Disbelievers'  Ideas  about  the  Qur'an  and  the  Messenger;  their  demand  for  a  Sign| 
and  the  Refutation  of  that : 


Allah  says: 

Nay,  they  say:  "These  are  mixed  up  false  dreamsINay,  he  has  invented  it!  --  Nay,  he  is  a  poet! 

Here  Allah  tells  us  of  the  stubbornness  and  heresy  of  the  disbelievers,  and  the  various  things  they  said 
about  the  Qur'an,  and  how  they  were  confused  and  misguided  about  it.  Sometimes  they  described  it 
as  magic,  and  sometimes  they  described  it  as  poetry,  or  mixed  up  false  dreams,  or  a  fabrication. 

As  Allah  says: 

3 


See  what  examples  they  have  put  forward  for  you.  So  they  have  gone  astray,  and  never  can  they  find  a  way. 

(17:48) 


Let  him  then  bring  us  an  Ayah  like  the  ones  that  were  sent  before! 

They  were  referring  to  the  she-camel  of  Salih,  and  the  signs  of  Musa  and  'Isa. 

And  Allah  says, 

a J- 3  J&s*  in 

And  nothing  stops  Us  from  sending  the  Ayat  but  that  the  people  of  old  denied  them.  (17:59) 
So  Allah  said  here: 


Not  one  of  the  towns  of  those  which  We  destroyed,  believed  before  them;  will  they  then  believe! 

None  of  the  peoples  to  whom  Messengers  were  sent  were  given  a  sign  at  the  hands  of  their  Prophet 
and  believed.  On  the  contrary,  they  disbelieved  and  We  destroyed  them  as  a  result.  Would  these 
people  believe  in  a  sign  if  they  saw  it!  Not  at  all! 

In  fact, 


Truly,  those,  against  whom  the  Word  of  your  Lord  has  been  justified,  will  not  believe.  Even  if  every  sign  should 
come  to  them,  until  they  see  the  painful  torment.  (10:96-97) 

Indeed,  they  witnessed  clear  signs  and  definitive  proof  at  the  hands  of  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  signs 
which  were  far  clearer  and  more  overwhelming  than  any  that  had  been  witnessed  in  the  case  of  any 
other  Prophet,  may  the  blessings  and  peace  of  Allah  be  upon  them  all. 


7. 

And  We  sent  not  before  you  but  men  to  whom  We  revealed.  So  ask  the  people  of  the  Reminder  if 
you  do  not  know. 

8. 

And  We  did  not  place  them  in  bodies  that  did  not  eat  food,  nor  were  they  immortals. 

9. 

Then  We  fulfilled  to  them  the  promise.  So  We  saved  them  and  those  whom  We  willed,  but  We 
destroyed  Al-Musrifin. 

The  Messengers  are  no  more  than  Human  Beings 


Here  Allah  refutes  those  who  denied  that  human  Messengers  could  be  sent: 
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.  . .  lij 

And  We  sent  not  before  you  but  men  to  whom  We  revealed. 

meaning,  all  the  Messengers  who  came  before  you  were  men,  human  beings.  There  were  no  angels 
among  them. 

This  is  like  the  Ayat: 


And  We  sent  not  before  you  any  but  men  unto  whom  We  revealed,  from  among  the  people  of  townships.  (12:109) 

1  Cf?  U^jJ 

Say:  "I  am  not  a  new  thing  among  the  Messengers...  (46:9) 

Allah  tells  us  that  the  previous  nations  denied  that  and  said: 

"~f'' 


So  Allah  says  here: 


"Shall  mere  men  guide  us!"  (64:6) 


(v)6^S^ci|/g Jl  Jitf/US  ■  ■  ■ 


So  ask  the  people  of  the  Reminder  if  you  do  not  know. 

meaning,  ask  the  people  of  knowledge  among  the  nations  such  as  the  Jews  and  Christians  and  other 
groups:  'were  the  Messengers  who  came  to  you  human  beings  or  angels!'  Indeed  they  were  human 
beings. 


This  is  a  part  of  the  perfect  blessing  of  Allah  towards  His  creation:  He  sent  to  them  Messengers  from 
among  themselves  so  that  they  could  receive  the  Message  from  them  and  learn  from  them. 


And  We  did  not  place  them  in  bodies  that  did  not  eat  food... 

meaning,  rather  they  had  bodies  that  ate  food,  as  Allah  says: 

<3 1  I  Uj 

And  We  never  sent  before  you  any  of  the  Messengers  but  verily,  they  ate  food  and  walked  in  the  markets.  (25:20) 

meaning,  they  were  human  beings  who  ate  and  drank  like  all  other  people,  and  they  went  to  the 
marketplaces  to  earn  a  living  and  engage  in  business;  that  did  not  affect  them  adversely  or  reduce 
their  status  in  any  way,  as  the  idolators  imagined. 

^  JftjC.?"'1  J^l  Ij4U 

ip.  jtf 

And  they  say:  "Why  does  this  Messenger  eat  food,  and  walk  about  in  the  markets.  Why  is  not  an  angel  sent  down 

to  him  to  be  a  warner  with  him 

Or  (why)  has  not  a  treasure  been  granted  to  him,  or  why  has  he  not  a  garden  whereof  he  may  eat!"  (25:7-8) 
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■  ■  ■ 


nor  were  they  immortals. 

meaning,  in  this  world;  on  the  contrary,  they  lived,  then  they  died. 

And  We  granted  not  to  any  human  being  immortality  before  you.  (21 :34) 

But  what  distinguished  them  from  others  was  that  they  received  revelation  from  Allah,  and  the  angels 
brought  down  to  them  from  Allah  His  rulings  concerning  His  creation,  what  He  commanded  and  what 
He  prohibited. 

.  .  . 

Then  We  fulfilled  to  them  the  promise. 

the  promise  that  their  Lord  made  to  destroy  the  evildoers.  Allah  fulfilled  His  promise  and  did  that. 

He  says: 

. . .  . . . 

So  We  saved  them  and  those  whom  We  willed, 

meaning,  their  followers  among  the  believers, 

■  ■  ■ 

but  We  destroyed  Al-Musrifin. 

meaning,  those  who  disbelieved  the  Message  brought  by  the  Messengers. 


10. 

Indeed,  We  have  sent  down  for  you  a  Book  in  which  there  is  Dhikrukum.  Will  you  not  then 
understand! 

11. 

How  many  a  town  given  to  wrongdoing,  have  We  destroyed,  and  raised  up  after  them  another 
people! 

12. 

Then,  when  they  sensed  Our  torment,  behold,  they  (tried  to)  flee  from  it. 

13. 

Flee  not,  but  return  to  that  wherein  you  lived  a  luxurious  life,  and  to  your  homes,  in  order  that  you 
may  be  questioned. 
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They  cried:  "Woe  to  us!  Certainly  we  have  been  wrongdoers." 


And  that  cry  of  theirs  ceased  not,  till  We  made  them  as  a  field  that  is  reaped,  extinct. 


The  Virtue  of  the  Qur'an  Here 


Allah  points  out  the  noble  status  of  the  Qur'an  and  urges  them  to  recognize  its  worth: 

Indeed,  We  have  sent  down  for  you  a  Book  in  which  there  is  Dhikrukum. 

Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"Honor  for  you." 

Will  you  not  then  understand! 

means,  will  you  not  understand  this  blessing,  and  accept  it! 

This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

JS”,  i$e6lj 

And  verily,  this  is  indeed  a  Reminder  for  you  and  your  people,  and  you  will  be  questioned.  (43:44) 


How  the  Evildoers  were  destroyed 


Allah  tells: 

How  many  a  town  given  to  wrongdoing,  have  We  destroyed, 

meaning,  they  were  very  many.  This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

And  how  many  generations  have  We  destroyed  after  Nuh!  (17:17) 

And  many  a  township  did  We  destroy  while  they  were  given  to  wrongdoing,  so  that  it  lie  in  ruins.  (22:45) 

( '  ^  ts>j3  £)  L&jtj . . . 

and  raised  up  after  them  another  people! 

means,  another  nation  which  came  after  them. 


...fcatsl  441*2 


Then,  when  they  sensed  Our  torment, 

when  they  realized  that  the  torment  would  undoubtedly  come  upon  them,  just  as  their  Prophet  had 
warned  them, 


0  I  ■  ■  ■ 

behold,  they  (tried  to)  flee  from  it. 

they  tried  to  run  away. 

■ .  jjtuji  ij%-i/iji 

Flee  not,  but  return  to  that  wherein  you  lived  a  luxurious  life,  and  to  your  homes, 

This  is  a  way  of  ridiculing  them.  It  will  be  said  to  them  by  way  of  ridicule: 

"Do  not  run  away  from  the  coming  torment;  go  back  to  the  delights  and  luxuries  and  fine  homes  in 
which  you  were  living." 

Qatadah  said,  "Mocking  them." 

pr)6/td^k... 

in  order  that  you  may  be  questioned. 

about  whether  you  gave  thanks  for  what  you  had. 

They  cried:  "Woe  to  us!  Certainly  we  have  been  wrong-  doers." 

They  will  confess  their  sins  when  it  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  them. 

And  that  cry  of  theirs  ceased  not,  till  We  made  them  as  a  field  that  is  reaped,  extinct. 

meaning,  "they  will  keep  on  saying  that,  admitting  their  wrong-doing,  until  We  harvest  them  as  it  were, 
and  their  movements  and  voices  come  to  a  stop." 


16. 

$ 

We  created  not  the  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all  that  is  between  them  for  play. 

17. 

Had  We  intended  to  take  a  pastime,  We  could  surely  have  taken  it  from  Us,  if  We  were  going  to 
do  (that). 

18. 

Nay,  We  fling  the  truth  against  the  falsehood,  so  it  destroys  it,  and  behold,  it  disappears. 
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And  woe  to  you  for  that  which  you  ascribe. 


To  Him  belongs  whosoever  is  in  the  heavens  and  on  earth. 


And  those  who  are  near  Him  are  not  too  proud  to  worship  Him,  nor  are  they  weary. 


They  glorify  His  praises  night  and  day,  they  never  slacken. 


Creation  was  made  with  Justice  and  Wisdom 


Allah  tells: 


( ^  1  LlHL *[jaj 


We  created  not  the  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all  that  is  between  them  for  play. 

Allah  tells  us  that  He  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  in  truth,  i.e.  with  justice. 


that  He  may  requite  those  who  do  evil  with  that  which  they  have  done,  and  reward  those  who  do  good,  with  what 

is  best.  (53:31) 

He  did  not  create  all  that  in  vain  or  for  (mere)  play: 

iliU.  Us 

And  We  created  not  the  heaven  and  the  earth  and  all  that  is  between  them  without  purpose!  That  is  the 
consideration  of  those  who  disbelieve!  Then  woe  to  those  who  disbelieve  from  the  Fire!  (38:27) 


Had  We  intended  to  take  a  pastime,  We  could  surely  have  taken  it  from  Us,  if  We  were  going  to  do 

(that). 

Ibn  Abi  Najih  said,  narrating  from  Mujahid:  ^  I5&  J\  $  (Had  We  intended  to  take  a 

pastime,  We  could  surely  have  taken  it  from  Us), 

"Meaning,  'From  Ourself,’  He  is  saying,  'We  would  not  have  created  Paradise  or  Hell  or  death  or 
the  resurrection  or  the  Reckoning."’ 

c ■■■ 

if  We  were  going  to  do  (that). 
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Qatadah,  As-Suddi,  Ibrahim  An-Nakha'i  and  Mughirah  bin  Miqsam  said: 

"This  means,  'We  will  not  do  that.’" 

Mujahid  said,  every  time  the  word  (if)  is  used  in  the  Qur'an,  it  is  a  negation. 

Nay,  We  fling  the  truth  against  the  falsehood, 

means,  'We  explain  the  truth  and  thus  defeat  falsehood.’ 

Allah  says: 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

so  it  destroys  it,  and  behold,  it  disappears. 

it  is  fading  and  vanishing. 


And  woe  to  you! 

O  you  who  say  that  Allah  has  offspring. 

( 1  K)(jJue£\£l . . . 

for  that  which  you  ascribe. 

that  which  you  say  and  fabricate. 

Then  Allah  informs  of  the  servitude  of  the  angels,  and  how  they  persevere  in  worship  night  and  day: 


n 


verything  belongs  to  Allah  and  serves  Him 


Allah  tells: 


To  Him  belongs  whosoever  is  in  the  heavens  and  on  earth.  And  those  who  are  near  Him 
i.e.,  the  angels, 

■  ■  ■  — 

are  not  too  proud  to  worship  Him, 

they  do  not  feel  proud  and  do  not  refuse  to  worship  Him. 

This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

Al-Masih  will  never  be  proud  to  reject  being  a  servant  of  Allah,  nor  the  angels  who  are  the  near.  And  whosoever 
rejects  His  worship  and  is  proud,  then  He  will  gather  them  all  together  unto  Himself.  (4:172) 


nor  are  they  weary. 
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means,  they  do  not  get  tired  or  feel  bored. 

They  glorify  His  praises  night  and  day,  they  never  slacken. 

They  persist  in  their  worship  night  and  day,  obeying  Allah  to  the  utmost,  and  they  are  able  to  do  this, 
as  Allah  says: 


who  do  not  disobey  Allah  in  what  He  commands  them,  but  do  what  they  are  commanded.  (66:6) 


21. 

Or  have  they  taken  (for  worship)  gods  from  the  earth  who  raise  the  dead! 

22. 

Had  there  been  therein  (in  the  heavens  and  the  earth)  gods  besides  Allah,  then  verily,  both  would 
have  been  ruined. 

Glorified  be  Allah,  the  Lord  of  the  Throne,  (High  is  He)  above  all  that  (evil)  they  associate  with 
Him! 

23. 

He  cannot  be  questioned  as  to  what  He  does,  while  they  will  be  questioned. 

Refutation  of  false  gods 


Allah  denounces  those  who  take  other  gods  instead  of  Him: 

Or  have  they  taken  gods  from  the  earth  who  raise  the  dead! 

meaning,  can  they  bring  the  dead  back  to  life  and  bring  them  forth  from  the  earth?  They  cannot  do  any 
of  that,  so  how  can  they  make  them  rivals  to  Allah  and  worship  them  alongside  Him! 

Then  Allah  tells  us  that  if  there  were  another  god  besides  Him,  the  heavens  and  the  earth  would  be 
ruined: 

Had  there  been  therein  gods,  besides  Allah, 

means,  in  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 


. . .  (SjlsJD . . . 

then  verily,  both  would  have  been  ruined. 
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This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

ijjLfj  lit.  dl)  I  (J-S'-S  Ijf*>  jc  i{ 


CUJi  jj  i  j j  4J  j Aaw .  &  ti J  jO J I  Jiil  Ls 


No  son  did  Allah  beget,  nor  is  there  any  god  along  with  Him.  Then  each  god  would  have  taken  away  what  he  had 
created,  and  some  would  have  tried  to  overcome  others! 

Glorified  be  Allah  above  all  that  they  attribute  to  Him!  (23:91 ) 

And  Allah  says  here: 


Glorified  be  Allah,  the  Lord  of  the  Throne,  above  all  that  they  associate  with  Him! 

meaning,  glorified  be  He  above  what  they  say  about  Him  having  offspring  or  partners; 
glorified  and  exalted  and  sanctified  be  He  far  above  all  the  lies  that  they  fabricate. 

He  cannot  be  questioned  about  what  He  does,  while  they  will  be  questioned. 

He  is  the  Ruler  Whose  rule  cannot  be  overturned  and  none  can  object  to  it,  because  of  His  might, 
majesty,  pride,  knowledge,  wisdom,  justice  and  subtlety. 


(3 (while  they  will  be  questioned),  means,  He  is  the  One  Who  will  ask  His  creation  about  what 
they  did.  This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

So,  by  your  Lord,  We  shall  certainly  call  all  of  them  to  account.  For  all  that  they  used  to  do.  (1 5:92-93) 

And  He  protects  (all),  while  against  Whom  there  is  no  protector.  (23:88) 
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"There  is  no  God  but  I,  so  worship  Me." 


Allah  says: 

Or  have  they  taken  for  worship  gods  besides  Him  Say:  (--  O  Muhammad  --)  Bring  your  proof, 
your  evidence  for  what  you  are  saying. 


means,  the  Qur'an. 


This  is  the  Reminder  for  those  with  me, 


and  the  Reminder  for  those  before  me. 

means,  the  previous  Books,  unlike  what  you  claim. 


But  most  of  them  know  not  the  Truth,  so  they  are  averse. 

Each  Book  was  revealed  to  each  Prophet  who  was  sent  with  the  message  that  there  is  no  god  except 
Allah,  but  you  idolators  do  not  recognize  the  truth,  so  you  turn  away  from  it. 

Allah  says: 


And  We  did  not  send  any  Messenger  before  you  but  We  revealed  to  him  (saying):  "There  is  no  God 

but  I,  so  worship  Me." 


This  is  like  the  Ayat: 


And  ask  those  of  Our  Messengers  whom  We  sent  before  you:  "Did  We  ever  appoint  gods  to  be  worshipped 

besides  the  Most  Gracious!"  (43:45) 


And  verily,  We  have  sent  among  every  Ummah  a  Messenger  (proclaiming):  "Worship  Allah,  and  avoid  Taghut  (all 

false  deities)."  (16:36) 

Every  Prophet  who  was  sent  by  Allah  called  people  to  worship  Allah  Alone,  with  no  partner  or 
associate.  The  natural  inclination  of  man  (Al-Fitrah)  also  bears  witness  to  that.  The  idolators  have  no 
proof  and  their  dispute  is  of  no  use  before  their  Lord;  on  them  is  wrath,  and  for  them  will  be  a  severe 
torment. 
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26. 

And  they  say:  "The  Most  Gracious  has  begotten  children." 

Glory  to  Him!  They  are  but  honored  servants. 

27. 

They  speak  not  until  He  has  spoken,  and  they  act  on  His  command. 

28. 

He  knows  what  is  before  them,  and  what  is  behind  them,  and  they  cannot  intercede  except  for 
him  with  whom  He  is  pleased. 

And  they  stand  in  awe  for  fear  of  Him. 

29. 

And  if  any  of  them  should  say:  "Verily,  1  am  a  god  besides  Him,"  such  We  should  recompense 
with  Hell. 

Thus  We  recompense  the  wrongdoers. 

The  Refutation  of  Those  Who  claim  that  the  Angels  are  the  Daughters  of  Allah;| 
description  of  their  Deeds  and 


Allah  says: 


And  they  say:  "The  Most  Gracious  has  begotten  children." 

Here  Allah  refutes  those  who  claim  that  He  has  offspring  among  the  angels  --  exalted  and  sanctified 
be  He.  Some  of  the  Arabs  believed  that  the  angels  were  the  daughters  of  Allah,  but  Allah  says: 

. . . 

Glory  to  Him!  They  are  but  honored  servants. 

meaning,  the  angels  are  servants  of  Allah  who  are  honored  by  Him  and  who  hold  high  positions  of 
noble  status.  They  obey  Him  to  the  utmost  in  all  their  words  and  deeds. 

(  Y 

They  speak  not  until  He  has  spoken,  and  they  act  on  His  command. 
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meaning,  they  do  not  initiate  any  matter  before  Him  or  go  against  His  commands;  on  the  contrary,  they 
hasten  to  do  as  He  commands,  and  He  encompasses  them  with  His  knowledge  so  that  nothing 
whatsoever  is  hidden  from  Him. 

. .  ■  julijelaJ 

He  knows  what  is  before  them,  and  what  is  behind  them, 

and  they  cannot  intercede  except  for  him  with  whom  He  is  pleased. 

This  is  like  the  Ayat: 

Who  is  he  that  can  intercede  with  Him  except  with  His  permission.  (2:255) 

£3  ®  O-ic.&LoiJ  I  5) j 

Intercession  with  Him  profits  not  except  for  him  whom  He  permits.  (34:23). 

There  are  many  Ayat  which  say  similar  things. 

’  -  ,  *  J> 

■  ■  sAj  ■  ■  ■ 

And  they  for  fear  of  Him, 

means,  because  they  fear  Him. 

(x  . . . 

And  they  stand  in  awe. 

And  if  any  of  them  should  say:  "Verily,  I  am  a  god  besides  Him," 

meaning,  whoever  claims  to  be  a  god  instead  of  Allah,  i.e.,  alongside  Allah, 

such  We  should  recompense  with  Hell.  Thus  We  recompense  the  wrongdoers. 

meaning,  everyone  who  says  this.  This  is  a  conditional  sentence,  and  the  condition  stated  does  not 
necessarily  have  to  take  place. 

This  is  like  the  Ayat: 

(jj  ljUil  I  (j jt  Cits  JSj,  6®C>i  Jj 

Say:  "If  the  Most  Gracious  had  a  son,  then  I  am  the  first  of  worshippers."  (43:81 ) 

(2^  1  j  iSS 

If  you  join  others  in  worship  with  Allah,  (then)  surely,  (all)  your  deeds  will  be  in  vain,  and  you  will  certainly  be 

among  the  losers.  (39:65) 
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30. 

1 \ 

Have  not  those  who  disbelieve  known  that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  joined  together  as  one 
united  piece,  then  We  parted  them! 

And  We  have  made  from  water  every  living  thing.  Will  they  not  then  believe 

31. 

And  We  have  placed  on  the  earth  firm  mountains,  lest  it  should  shake  with  them,  and  We  placed 
therein  broad  highways  for  them  to  pass  through,  that  they  may  be  guided. 

32. 

And  We  have  made  the  heaven  a  roof,  safe  and  well-guarded.  Yet  they  turn  away  from  its  signs. 

33. 

ck  \j  \j  \i  i  fa-ij  $  i 

And  He  it  is  Who  has  created  the  night  and  the  day,  and  the  sun  and  the  moon,  each  in  an  orbit 
floating. 

The  Signs  of  Allah  in  the  Heavens  and  the  Earth  and  in  the  Night  and  the  Day| 


Here  Allah  tells  of  His  perfect  might  and  power  in  His  creation  and  subjugation  of  all  things. 

■  ■  ■ 

Have  not  those  who  disbelieve  known, 

means,  those  who  deny  His  Divine  nature  and  worship  others  instead  of  Him,  do  they  not  realize  that 
Allah  is  the  One  Who  is  Independent  in  His  powers  of  creation  and  is  running  the  affairs  of  all  things 
with  absolute  power.  So  how  can  it  be  appropriate  to  worship  anything  else  beside  Him  or  to  associate 
others  in  worship  with  Him! 


known  that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  joined  together  as  one  united  piece,  then  We  parted  them! 

Do  they  not  see  that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  joined  together,  i.e.  in  the  beginning  they  were  all 
one  piece,  attached  to  one  another  and  piled  up  on  top  of  one  another,  then  He  separated  them  from 
one  another,  and  made  the  heavens  seven  and  the  earth  seven,  placing  the  air  between  the  earth  and 
the  lowest  heaven.  Then  He  caused  rain  to  fall  from  the  sky  and  vegetation  to  grow  from  the  earth. 

He  says: 


(r .  . . . 


And  We  have  made  from  water  every  living  thing.  Will  they  not  then  believe! 
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meaning,  they  see  with  their  own  eyes  how  creation  develops  step  by  step.  All  of  that  is  proof  of  the 
existence  of  the  Creator  Who  is  in  control  of  all  things  and  is  able  to  do  whatever  He  wills. 


In  everything  there  is  a  Sign  of  Him,  showing  that  He  is  One 


Sufyan  Ath-Thawri  narrated  from  his  father  from  Ikrimah  that  Ibn  Abbas  was  asked;"Did  the  night 
come  first  or  the  day?" 

He  said,  "Do  you  think  that  when  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  joined  together,  there  was 
anything  between  them  except  darkness!  Thus  you  may  know  that  the  night  came  before  the  day. 


Ibn  Abi  Hatim  recorded  that  Ibn  Umar  said  that;  a  man  came  to  him  and  questioned  him  about  when 
the  heavens  and  earth  were  joined  together  then  they  were  parted. 

He  said,  "Go  to  that  old  man  (Sheikh)  and  ask  him,  then  come  and  tell  me  what  he  says  to  you." 

So  he  went  to  Ibn  Abbas  and  asked  him.  Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"Yes,  the  heavens  were  joined  together  and  it  did  not  rain,  and  the  earth  was  joined  together  and 
nothing  grew.  When  living  beings  were  created  to  populate  the  earth,  rain  came  forth  from  the 
heavens  and  vegetation  came  forth  from  the  earth." 

The  man  went  back  to  Ibn  Umar  and  told  him  what  had  been  said. 

Ibn  Umar  said,  "Now  I  know  that  Ibn  Abbas  has  been  given  knowledge  of  the  Qur'an.  He  has 
spoken  the  truth,  and  this  is  how  it  was." 

Ibn  Umar  said:  "I  did  not  like  the  daring  attitude  of  Ibn  Abbas  in  his  Tafsir  of  the  Qur'an,  but  now  I 
know  that  he  has  been  given  knowledge  of  the  Qur'an." 


Sa'id  bin  Jubayr  said: 

"The  heavens  and  the  earth  were  attached  to  one  another,  then  when  the  heavens  were  raised  up, 
the  earth  became  separate  from  them,  and  this  is  their  parting  which  was  mentioned  by  Allah  in  His 
Book." 

Al-Hasan  and  Qatadah  said, 

"They  were  joined  together,  then  they  were  separated  by  this  air." 


And  We  have  made  from  water  every  living  thing. 

meaning,  the  origin  of  every  living  thing  is  in  water. 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Abu  Hurayrah  said, 

"I  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah,  when  I  see  you  I  feel  happy  and  content,  tell  me  about  everything." 
He  said, 


"Everything  was  created  from  water." 

I  said,  tell  me  about  something  which,  if  I  do  it,  I  will  enter  Paradise." 
He  said: 
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Spread  (the  greeting  of)  Salam, 
feed  others, 

uphold  the  ties  of  kinship,  and 

stand  in  prayer  at  night  when  people  are  sleeping. 

Then  you  will  enter  Paradise  in  peace. 

This  chain  of  narration  fulfills  the  conditions  of  the  Two  Sahihs,  apart  from  Abu  Maymunah,  who  is  one  of  the 
men  of  the  Sunans,  his  first  name  was  Salim;  and  At-Tirmidhi  classed  him  as  Sahih. 

And  We  have  placed  on  the  earth  firm  mountains, 

means,  mountains  which  stabilize  the  earth  and  keep  it  steady  and  lend  it  weight,  lest  it  should  shake 
with  the  people,  i.e.,  move  and  tremble  so  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  stand  firm  on  it  -  because  it 
is  covered  with  water,  apart  from  one-quarter  of  its  surface.  So  the  land  is  exposed  to  the  air  and  sun, 
so  that  its  people  may  see  the  sky  with  its  dazzling  signs  and  evidence. 

So  Allah  says, 

■  ■  ■  d  ■  ■  ■ 

lest  it  should  shake  with  them, 

meaning,  so  that  it  will  not  shake  with  them. 

.  .  . ■  ■  ■ 

and  We  placed  therein  broad  highways  for  them  to  pass  through, 

means,  mountain  passes  through  which  they  may  travel  from  region  to  region,  country  to  country.  As 
we  can  see,  the  mountains  form  barriers  between  one  land  and  another,  so  Allah  created  gaps  - 
passes  -  in  the  mountains  so  that  people  may  travel  from  here  to  there. 

So  He  says: 

(r'  ■  ■  ■ 

that  they  may  be  guided. 

. . .  Isljct-j 

And  We  have  made  the  heaven  a  roof,  safe  and  well-guarded. 

means,  covering  the  earth  like  a  dome  above  it. 

This  is  like  the  Ayah, 
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With  Hands  We  constructed  the  heaven.  Verily,  We  are  able  to  extend  the  vastness  of  space  thereof.  (51 :47) 

Lo I  j 

By  the  heaven  and  Him  Who  built  it.  (91 :5) 

Have  they  not  looked  at  the  heaven  above  them,  how  We  have  made  it  and  adorned  it,  and  there  are  no  rifts  in  it. 

(50:6) 

The  building  and  making  described  here  refers  to  the  raising  of  the  dome,  as  when  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  said, 


Islam  is  built  on  five. 

i.e.,  five  pillars,  which  can  only  refer  to  a  tent  as  familiar  among  the  Arabs. 

safe  and  well-guarded. 

means,  high  and  protected  from  anything  reaching  it. 

Mujahid  said,  "Raised  up." 

■  ■  ■ 

Yet  they  turn  away  from  its  signs. 

This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

And  how  many  a  sign  in  the  heavens  and  the  earth  they  pass  by,  while  they  are  averse  therefrom.  (12:105) 

They  do  not  think  about  how  Allah  has  created  it,  so  vast  and  high,  and  adorned  it  with  heavenly 
bodies  both  stationary  and  moving  by  night  and  day,  such  as  the  sun  which  completes  its  circuit  in  one 
day  and  night,  until  it  completes  its  allotted  time,  which  no  one  knows  except  Allah,  Who  created  it  and 
subjugated  it  and  directed  its  course. 

Then  Allah  says,  drawing  attention  to  some  of  His  signs, 

. . . 

And  He  it  is  Who  has  created  the  night  and  the  day, 

meaning,  the  one  with  its  darkness  and  stillness,  and  the  other  with  its  light  and  human  interaction; 
sometimes  the  one  is  longer  while  the  other  is  shorter,  then  they  switch. 

. .  . . . 

and  the  sun  and  the  moon, 
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the  sun  with  its  own  light  and  its  own  path  and  orbit  and  allotted  time,  and  the  moon  which  shines  with 
a  different  light  and  travels  on  a  different  path  and  has  its  own  allotted  time. 

each  in  an  orbit  floating. 

means,  revolving. 

Ibn  Abbas  said,  "They  revolve  like  a  spinning  wheel,  in  a  circle." 

This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

(He  is  the)  Cleaver  of  the  daybreak.  He  has  appointed  the  night  for  resting,  and  the  sun  and  the  moon  for 
reckoning.  Such  is  the  measuring  of  the  All-Mighty,  the  All-Knowing.  (6:96) 


And  We  granted  not  to  any  human  being  immortality  before  you;  then  if  you  die,  would  they  live 
forever! 


Everyone  is  going  to  taste  death,  and  We  shall  test  you  with  evil  and  with  good  by  way  of  trial. 
And  to  Us  you  will  be  returned. 


Allah  tells: 


o  One  has  been  granted  Immortality  in  this  World 


And  We  granted  not  to  any  human  being  immortality  before  you; 
means,  O  Muhammad. 

...j&l... 

immortality, 

means,  in  this  world.  On  the  contrary, 

Whatsoever  is  on  it  (the  earth)  will  perish.  And  the  Face  of  your  Lord  full  of  majesty  and  honor  will 

remain  forever.  (55:26-27) 

■  ■  ■  . . . 

then  if  you  die, 
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means,  O  Muhammad, 


would  they  live  forever! 

means,  they  hope  that  they  will  live  forever  after  you,  but  that  will  not  happen;  everything  will  pass 
away. 

So  Allah  says: 

fa»  $  9 

Everyone  is  going  to  taste  death, 

and  We  shall  test  you  with  evil  and  with  good  by  way  of  trial. 

Meaning,  "We  shall  test  you,  sometimes  with  difficulties  and  sometimes  with  ease,  to  see  who  will  give 
thanks  and  who  will  be  ungrateful,  who  will  have  patience  and  who  will  despair." 

Ali  bin  Abi  Talhah  reported  from  Ibn  Abbas: 
jS jfe( and  We  shall  test  you)  means,  We  will  test  you, 

t&  jlib  (with  evil  and  with  good  by  way  of  trial)  means,  with  difficulties  and  with  times  of 

prosperity,  with  health  and  sickness,  with  richness  and  poverty,  with  lawful  and  unlawful,  obedience 
and  sin,  with  guidance  and  misguidance. 

And  to  Us  you  will  be  returned. 

means,  and  We  will  requite  you  according  to  your  deeds. 


36.  jjQ 

21:36  And  when  those  who  disbelieved  see  you,  they  take  you  not  except  for  mockery  (saying): 
"Is  this  the  one  who  talks  about  your  gods!" 

(3 j  jii” 

While  they  disbelieve  at  the  mention  of  the  Most  Gracious. 

9 

Man  is  created  of  haste.  I  will  show  you  My  Ayat.  So  ask  Me  not  to  hasten  (them). 


How  the  Idolators  mocked  the  Prophet,  Allah  tells  His  Prophet 


Allah  says: 

And  when  those  who  disbelieved  see  you, 

meaning,  the  disbelievers  of  the  Quraysh,  such  as  Abu  Jahl  and  his  like. 
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■  ■  ■ 

they  take  you  not  except  for  mockery, 

means,  they  make  fun  of  you  and  insult  you,  saying, 


"Is  this  the  one  who  talks  about  your  gods!" 

meaning,  is  this  the  one  who  insults  your  gods  and  ridicules  your  intelligence! 
Allah  says: 


. . . 

While  they  disbelieve  at  the  mention  of  the  Most  Gracious. 

meaning,  they  disbelieve  in  Allah  and  yet  they  mock  the  Messenger  of  Allah. 

As  Allah  says: 


I  (j* o  I  1  (3 s'Ji  o  l$il£  {Jfy  yl  tepk  I?- 


And  when  they  see  you,  they  treat  you  only  in  mockery  (saying):  "Is  this  the  one  whom  Allah  has  sent  as  a 
Messenger  He  would  have  nearly  misled  us  from  our  gods,  had  it  not  been  that  we  were  patient  and  constant  in 

their  worship!" 

And  they  will  know,  when  they  see  the  torment,  who  it  is  that  is  most  astray  from  the  path!  (25:41-42) 

9 

Man  is  created  of  haste.  I  will  show  you  My  Ayat.  So  ask  Me  not  to  hasten  (them). 


Allah  also  tells  us  how  the  idolators  seek  to  hasten  punishment  upon  themselves,  out  of  denial, 
rejection,  disbelief,  stubbornness  and  a  belief  that  it  will  never  happen. 
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He  says: 


A)ct}|jU5  jJjS (jl  L>£  jJ!  I 

And  they  say:  "When  will  this  promise  (come  to  pass),  if  you  are  truthful". 
And  Allah  says: 


If  only  those  who  disbelieved  knew  (the  time)  when  they  will  not  be  able  to  ward  off  the  Fire  from  their 

faces,  nor  from  their  backs, 

meaning,  if  only  they  knew  for  certain  that  it  will  inevitably  come  to  pass,  they  would  not  seek  to  hasten 
it.  If  only  they  knew  how  the  torment  will  overwhelm  them  from  above  them  and  from  beneath  their 
feet. 


They  shall  have  coverings  of  Fire,  above  them  and  coverings  (of  Fire)  beneath  them.  (39:16) 

Theirs  will  be  a  bed  of  Hell  (Fire),  and  over  them  coverings  (of  Hellfire).  (7:41 ) 

And  in  this  Ayah  Allah  says: 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

when  they  will  not  be  able  to  ward  off  the  Fire  from  their  faces,  nor  from  their  backs, 
And  Allah  says: 

Their  garments  will  be  of  tar,  and  fire  will  cover  their  faces.  (14:50) 

The  torment  will  surround  them  on  all  sides, 


and  they  will  not  be  helped. 

means,  and  they  will  have  no  helper.  This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


(3 1  1 1 '-jfcjk  Uj 

And  they  have  no  guardian  against  Allah.  (13:34) 


Nay,  it  will  come  upon  them  all  of  a  sudden, 

means,  the  Fire  will  come  upon  them  suddenly,  i.e.,  it  will  take  them  by  surprise. 


,9  9'  ,</. 

and  will  perplex  them, 
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means,  it  will  scare  them,  and  they  will  succumb  to  it  in  confusion,  not  knowing  what  they  are  doing. 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 


and  they  will  have  no  power  to  avert  it, 

means,  they  will  have  no  means  of  doing  so. 

(s  •  . . . 


nor  will  they  get  respite. 

means,  it  will  not  be  delayed  for  them  even  for  an  instant. 


41. 

Indeed  (many)  Messengers  were  mocked  before  you,  but  the  scoffers  were  surrounded  by  what 
they  used  to  mock. 

42. 

Say:  "Who  can  guard  and  protect  you  in  the  night  or  in  the  day  from  the  Most  Gracious!"  Nay,  but 
they  turn  away  from  the  remembrance  of  their  Lord. 

43. 

Or  have  they  gods  who  can  guard  them  from  Us!  They  have  no  power  to  help  themselves,  nor 
can  they  be  protected  from  Us. 

The  Lessons  to  be  learned  from  Those  Who  mocked  the  Messengers  in  the  Past 


Allah  says  consoling  His  Messenger  for  the  pain  and  insult  caused  by  the  mockery  and  disbelief  of  the 
idolators, 


Indeed  (many)  Messengers  were  mocked  before  you,  but  the  scoffers  were  surrounded  by  what  they 

used  to  mock. 


meaning,  the  punishment  which  they  thought  would  never  come  to  pass.  This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


Verily,  Messengers  were  denied  before  you,  but  with  patience  they  bore  the  denial,  and  they  were  hurt;  till  Our 
help  reached  them,  and  none  can  alter  the  Words  of  Allah.  Surely,  there  has  reached  you  the  information  (news) 

about  the  Messengers  (before  you).  (6:34) 

Then  Allah  mentions  His  favor  for  His  creatures;  He  protects  them  by  night  and  by  day,  taking  care  of 
them  and  watching  over  them  with  His  Eye  that  never  sleeps. 


Say:  "Who  can  guard  and  protect  you  in  the  night  or  in  the  day  from  the  Most  Gracious!" 
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means,  other  than  the  Most  Gracious  Himself. 

( 5  ^ '> ■  ■  ■ 

Nay,  but  they  turn  away  from  the  remembrance  of  their  Lord. 

means,  they  do  not  recognize  the  blessings  and  favor  of  Allah  towards  them;  they  turn  away  from  His 
signs  and  blessings. 

Or  have  they  gods  who  can  guard  them  from  Us! 

This  is  a  rhetorical  question  aimed  at  denouncing  and  rebuking. 

The  meaning  is,  do  they  have  any  gods  who  can  protect  them  and  take  care  of  them  other  than  Us.  It 
is  not  as  they  imagine  or  as  they  claim. 

Allah  says: 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

They  have  no  power  to  help  themselves, 

these  gods  on  whom  they  rely  instead  of  Allah  cannot  even  help  themselves. 

(£  ■  ■  ■ 

nor  can  they  be  protected  from  Us. 

AI-'Awfi  reported  from  Ibn  Abbas, "Nor  can  they  be  guarded  from  Us." 


44. 

Nay,  We  gave  the  luxuries  of  this  life  to  these  men  and  their  fathers  until  the  period  grew  long  for 
them. 

See  they  not  that  We  gradually  reduce  the  land  from  its  outlying  borders! 

Is  it  then  they  who  will  overcome! 

45. 

Say:  "1  warn  you  only  by  the  revelation.  "But  the  deaf  will  not  hear  the  call,  (even)  when  they  are 
warned. 

46. 

And  if  a  breath  of  the  torment  of  your  Lord  touches  them,  they  will  surely  cry:  "Woe  unto  us! 
Indeed  we  have  been  wrongdoers." 
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21 :47  And  We  shall  set  up  Balances  of  justice  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  then  none  will  be  dealt 
with  unjustly  in  anything. 

And  if  there  be  the  weight  of  a  mustard  seed,  We  will  bring  it. 

ct 

And  sufficient  are  We  to  take  account. 


How  the  Idolators  are  deceived  by  their  long  and  luxurious  Lives  in  this  World,  and  the| 
Explanation  of  the 


Allah  tells: 


Nay,  We  gave  the  luxuries  of  this  life  to  these  men  and  their  fathers  until  the  period  grew  long  for 

them. 

Allah  explains  that  they  have  been  deceived  and  misled  by  the  luxuries  that  they  enjoy  in  this  world 
and  the  long  life  that  they  have  been  given,  so  they  believe  that  they  are  following  something  good. 

Then  Allah  warns  them: 


See  they  not  that  We  gradually  reduce  the  land  (in  their  control)  from  its  outlying  borders! 
This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


And  indeed  We  have  destroyed  towns  round  about  you,  and  We  have  shown  the  Ayat  in  various  ways  that  they 

might  return.  (46:27) 

Al-Hasan  Al-Basri  said:  "This  means  the  victory  of  Islam  over  disbelief." 

The  meaning  is:  Do  they  not  learn  a  lesson  from  the  fact  that  Allah  supported  those  (believers)  against 
their  enemies,  He  destroyed  the  disbelieving  nations  and  the  evil-doing  townships,  and  He  saved  His 
believing  servants. 

So  Allah  says: 

(*  ■  ■  ■ 


Is  it  then  they  who  will  overcome! 

meaning,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  the  ones  who  will  be  overcome,  who  will  be  defeated,  humiliated 
and  brought  low. 

Say:  "I  warn  you  only  by  the  revelation." 
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meaning,  'I  only  convey  to  you  the  warning  of  Allah's  punishment  and  vengeance,  and  this  is  no  more 
than  that  which  Allah  reveals  to  me.'  But  this  is  of  no  benefit  to  the  one  whom  Allah  has  made  blind 
and  has  put  a  seal  over  his  hearing  and  his  heart.  He  says: 

(‘  . . . 

But  the  deaf  will  not  hear  the  call,  (even)  when  they  are  warned. 

Allah  says: 


And  if  a  breath  of  the  torment  of  your  Lord  touches  them,  they  will  surely,  cry:  "Woe  unto  us!  Indeed 

we  have  been  wrongdoers!" 

If  these  disbelievers  were  affected  by  the  slightest  touch  of  Allah's  punishment,  they  would  confess 
their  sins  and  admit  that  they  had  wronged  themselves  in  this  world. 


And  We  shall  set  up  Balances  of  justice  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  then  none  will  be  dealt  with 

unjustly  in  anything. 

meaning,  "We  shall  set  up  the  Balances  of  justice  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection." 

The  majority  of  scholars  state  that  it  is  one  Balance,  and  the  plural  form  is  used  here  to  reflect  the 
large  number  of  deeds  which  will  be  weighed  therein. 


then  none  will  be  dealt  with  unjustly  in  anything.  And  if  there  be  the  weight  of  a  mustard  seed,  We  will 

bring  it.  And  sufficient  are  We  to  take  account. 

This  is  like  the  Ayat: 


and  your  Lord  treats  no  one  with  injustice.  (18:49) 

Surely,  Allah  wrongs  not  even  of  the  weight  of  speck  of  dust,  but  if  there  is  any  good,  He  doubles  it,  and  gives 

from  Him  a  great  reward.  (4:40) 

b  :/^!  I  r )  cj  I  3 1  is  2  (Js  o?  §4^"  0  '^4%  j  ^  | 

"O  my  son!  If  it  be  equal  to  the  weight  of  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  and  though  it  be  in  a  rock,  or  in  the  heavens  or 
in  the  earth,  Allah  will  bring  it  forth.  Verily,  Allah  is  Subtle,  Well-Aware."  (31:16) 

In  the  Two  Sahihs  it  was  recorded  that  Abu  Hurayrah  said  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 


'■Cp* P  i^LuLl 

[7^1lgQjl(2)L>44  i5^LAj^jgujl(2)L>44 


Two  words  which  are  light  on  the  tongue,  heavy  in  the  Balance  and  beloved  to  Ar-Rahman: 

"Subhan  Allahi  wa  bi  hamdihi,  Subhan  Allahil  'Azim  (Glory  and  praise  be  to  Allah,  Glory  be  to 
Allah  the  Almighty)." 


27 


Imam  Ahmad  also  recorded  that  A'ishah  said  that; 

one  of  the  Companions  of  the  Messenger  of  Allah  sat  down  before  him  and  said,  "O  Messenger  of 
Allah,  I  have  two  slaves  who  lie  to  me,  betray  me  and  disobey  me,  and  I  hit  them  and  insult  them. 
How  do  I  stand  with  regard  to  them?" 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

■  ■  CLL’ikdl  litis"  ./ jIj  Clitic.  Jji" 

I  lMH  I  tSLL jJkiym I  *  (j| j  •  iHI^Las  £$ 

The  extent  to  which  they  betrayed  you,  disobeyed  you  and  lied  to  you  will  be  measured  against  the 
punishment  you  meted  out  to  them.  If  your  punishment  was  commensurate  with  their  misconduct, 
then  you  will  be  equal  and  you  will  not  have  anything  counted  for  you  or  against  you. 

If  your  punishment  of  them  was  less  than  that  what  they  deserved  for  their  misconduct,  then  this 
will  count  in  your  favor.  If  your  punishment  of  them  was  more  than  what  they  deserved  for  their 
misconduct,  then  Allah  will  take  what  is  due  to  them  from  you. 

Then  the  man  started  to  weep  before  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  and  the  Messenger  of  Allah  asked, 

cUilc 

C-jS  I  k.:.  jl  I  ^!jl  I 

What  is  the  matter  with  him  Has  he  not  read  the  words  of  Allah, 

And  We  shall  set  up  Balances  of  justice  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  then  none  will  be  dealt  with 
unjustly  in  anything.  And  if  there  be  the  weight  of  a  mustard  seed,  We  will  bring  it.  And  sufficient 
are  We  to  take  account. 

The  man  said,  "O  Messenger  of  Allah,  I  think  there  is  nothing  better  than  keeping  away  from  these 
people  -  meaning  his  slaves  -  I  call  upon  you  to  bear  witness  that  they  are  all  free." 


And  indeed  We  granted  to  Musa  and  Harun  the  criterion,  and  a  shining  light  and  a  Reminder  for 
those  who  have  Taqwa. 

Those  who  fear  their  Lord  in  the  unseen,  and  they  are  afraid  of  the  Hour. 

>0. 

And  this  is  a  blessed  Reminder  which  We  have  sent  down;  will  you  then  deny  it! 


The  Revelation  of  the  Tawrah  and  the  Qur'an 


We  have  already  noted  that  Allah  often  mentions  Musa  and  Muhammad  together  -  may  the  peace 
and  blessings  of  Allah  be  upon  them  both  --  and  He  often  mentions  their  Books  together  as  well. 

He  says: 
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■  ■  i xib 

And  indeed  We  granted  to  Musa  and  Harun  the  criterion. 

Mujahid  said,  "This  means  the  Scripture." 

Abu  Salih  said:  "The  Tawrah." 

Qatadah  said:  "The  Tawrah,  what  it  permits  and  it  forbids,  and  how  Allah  differentiated  between  truth 
and  falsehood." 

In  conclusion,  we  may  say  that  the  heavenly  Books  included  the  distinction  between  truth  and 
falsehood,  guidance  and  misguidance,  transgression  and  the  right  way,  lawful  and  unlawful,  and  that 
which  will  fill  the  heart  with  light,  guidance,  fear  of  Allah  and  repentance. 

So  Allah  says: 

the  criterion,  and  a  shining  light  and  a  Reminder  for  those  who  have  Taqwa. 

meaning,  a  reminder  and  exhortation  for  them. 

Then  He  describes  them  as: 

Those  who  fear  their  Lord  in  the  unseen. 

This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

Who  feared  the  Most  Gracious  in  the  unseen  and  came  with  a  repenting  heart.  (50:33) 

Verily,  those  who  fear  their  Lord  unseen,  theirs  will  be  forgiveness  and  a  great  reward.  (67:12) 

(*1 . . . 

and  they  are  afraid  of  the  Hour. 

means,  they  fear  it. 

Then  Allah  says: 

And  this  is  a  blessed  Reminder  which  We  have  sent  down; 

means,  the  Magnificent  Qur'an,  which  falsehood  cannot  approach,  from  before  it  or  behind  it,  revealed 
by  the  All-Wise,  Worthy  of  all  praise. 

will  you  then  deny  it! 

means,  will  you  deny  it  when  it  is  the  utmost  in  clarity  and  truth! 
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51. 

bS'j  Tilo  t*  pjiJj 

And  indeed  We  bestowed  aforetime  on  Ibrahim  his  guidance,  and  We  were  Well-Acquainted  with 
him. 

52. 

When  he  said  to  his  father  and  his  people:  "What  are  these  images  to  which  you  are  devoted!" 

53. 

They  said:  "We  found  our  fathers  worshipping  them." 

54. 

jh\Zj 

He  said:  "Indeed  you  and  your  fathers  have  been  in  manifest  error." 

55. 

Jls 

They  said:  "Have  you  brought  us  the  Truth,  or  are  you  one  of  those  who  play  about?" 

56. 

He  said:  "Nay,  your  Lord  is  the  Lord  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  Who  created  them  and  to  that  1 
am  one  of  the  witnesses." 

The  Story  of  Ibrahim  and  his  People 


Allah  tells: 


And  indeed  We  bestowed  aforetime  on  Ibrahim  his  guidance, 

Allah  tells  us  about  His  close  Friend  Ibrahim,  peace  be  upon  him,  and  how  He  bestowed  upon  him 
guidance  aforetime,  i.e.,  from  an  early  age  He  inspired  him  with  truth  and  evidence  against  his  people, 
as  Allah  says  elsewhere: 


And  that  was  Our  proof  which  We  gave  Ibrahim  against  his  people.  (6:83) 

The  point  here  is  that  Allah  is  telling  us  that  He  gave  guidance  to  Ibrahim  aforetime,  i.e.,  He  had 
already  guided  him  at  an  early  age. 


.  .  . 


and  We  were  Well-Acquainted  with  him. 


means,  and  he  was  worthy  of  that. 
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Then  Allah  says: 

(°  V  JujUi)!  B^AUcUjSjeLj5j(J(Sil 

When  he  said  to  his  father  and  his  people:  "What  are  these  images,  to  which  you  are  devoted!" 

This  is  the  guidance  which  he  had  been  given  during  his  youth:  his  denunciation  of  his  people's 
worship  of  idols  instead  of  Allah. 

Ibrahim  said: 

"What  are  these  images,  to  which  you  are  devoted!" 

meaning,  which  you  worship  with  such  devotion. 

fci&s-ljT&iJcf-jl  JlS 

They  said:  "We  found  our  fathers  worshipping  them." 

means,  they  had  no  other  evidence  apart  from  the  misguided  actions  of  their  forefathers. 

He  (Ibrahim)  said:  Indeed  you  and  your  fathers  have  been  in  manifest  error. 

meaning,  Speaking  to  your  fathers  whose  actions  you  cite  as  evidence  would  be  the  same  as 
speaking  to  you.  Both  you  and  they  are  misguided  and  are  not  following  any  straight  path.'  When  he 
called  their  intelligence  into  question,  and  said  that  their  fathers  were  misguided  and  belittled  their 
gods, 

They  said:  "Have  you  brought  us  the  Truth,  or  are  you  one  of  those  who  play  about?" 

They  said:  'These  words  that  you  are  saying,  are  you  speaking  in  jest  or  are  you  telling  the  truth!  For 
we  have  never  heard  such  a  thing  before.' 

He  said:  "Nay,  your  Lord  is  the  Lord  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  Who  created  them..." 

meaning,  your  Lord,  beside  Whom  there  is  no  other  god,  is  the  One  Who  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  and  all  that  they  contain;  He  is  the  One  Who  initiated  their  creation;  He  is  the  Creator  of  all 
things. 

■  ■  ■ 

and  to  that  I  am  one  of  the  witnesses. 


means,  and  I  bear  witness  that  there  is  no  God  other  than  Him  and  no  Lord  except  Him. 


57. 

"And  by  Allah,  1  shall  plot  a  plan  for  your  idols  after  you  have  gone  away  and  turned  your  backs." 

58. 

So  he  broke  them  to  pieces,  except  the  biggest  of  them,  that  they  might  turn  to  it. 

59. 

They  said:  "Who  has  done  this  to  our  gods!  He  must  indeed  be  one  of  the  wrongdoers." 

60. 

They  said:  "We  heard  a  young  man  talking  against  them,  who  is  called  Ibrahim." 

61. 

yisyis 

They  said:  "Then  bring  him  before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  that  they  may  testify." 

62. 

fc&jktj  1  1 J  Is 

They  said:  "Are  you  the  one  who  has  done  this  to  our  gods,  0  Ibrahim." 

63. 

1  j3  Js&jL&tS  1  Jj 

He  said:  "Nay,  this  one,  the  biggest  of  them  did  it.  Ask  them,  if  they  can  speak!" 

How  Ibrahim  broke  the  Idols 


Then  Ibrahim  swore  an  oath,  which  some  of  his  people  heard,  to  plot  against  their  idols,  i.e.,  to  break 
them  and  destroy  them  after  they  had  gone  away  and  turned  their  backs,  when  they  went  out  to  their 
festival.  They  had  a  festival  which  they  would  go  out  to  celebrate. 

Abu  Ishaq  reported  from  Abu  Al-Ahwas  from  Abdullah  (Ibn  Mas'ud), 

"When  the  people  of  Ibrahim  went  out  to  celebrate  their  festival,  they  passed  by  him  and  said,  'O 
Ibrahim,  are  you  not  coming  out  with  us?' 

He  said,  I  am  sick.' " 

It  was  only  the  day  before  that  he  had  said, 


9  *  y  s 


And  by  Allah,  I  shall  plot  a  plan  for  your  idols  after  you  have  gone  away  and  turned  your  backs, 
and  some  of  the  people  had  heard  him. 


■  ■  ■ 

So  he  broke  them  to  pieces,  except  the  biggest  of  them, 

means,  he  smashed  them  all,  except  for  the  biggest  idol. 

This  is  like  the  Ayah, 
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Then  he  turned  upon  them,  striking  (them)  with  (his)  right  hand.  (37:93) 

(oa)6A^1  ■  ■  ■ 

that  they  might  turn  to  it. 

It  was  said  that  he  put  a  hammer  in  the  hands  of  the  biggest  idol  so  that  the  people  would  think  that  it 
had  become  jealous  on  its  own  account  and  objected  to  these  smaller  idols  being  worshipped 
alongside  it,  so  it  had  broken  them. 

( 0  ^ I  ijls 

They  said:  "Who  has  done  this  to  our  gods  He  must  indeed  be  one  of  the  wrongdoers." 

When  they  came  back  and  saw  what  Ibrahim  had  done  to  their  idols,  humiliating  them  and  lowering 
their  status,  proving  that  they  were  not  divine  and  that  those  who  worshipped  them  were  fools, 

^ laili  lj£  JiS  (They  said:  "Who  has  done  this  to  our  gods  He  must  indeed  be  one  of  the 
wrongdoers),"  because  of  this  action  of  his. 

They  said:  "We  heard  a  young  man  talking  against  them,  who  is  called  Ibrahim." 

Those  who  had  heard  him  swearing  to  plot  against  them  said,  we  heard  a  young  man  talking  about 
them,  and  they  said  that  he  was  called  Ibrahim. 

They  said:  "Then  bring  him  before  the  eyes  of  the  people  that  they  may  testify." 

meaning,  in  front  of  a  large  audience  so  that  all  the  people  could  be  present.  This  was  Ibrahim's 
ultimate  purpose,  so  that  he  could  tell  this  great  gathering  about  the  extent  of  their  ignorance  and  how 
foolish  they  were  to  worship  idols  which  could  not  defend  themselves  from  harm  or  help  themselves, 
so  how  could  they  ask  them  for  help! 

They  said:  "Are  you  the  one  who  has  done  this  to  our  gods,  O  Ibrahim!" 

.  .  . 

He  said:  "Nay,  this  one,  the  biggest  of  them  did  it..." 

referring  to  the  one  he  had  left  alone  and  had  not  broken. 

. . . 

Ask  them,  if  they  can  speak! 

He  was  hoping  that  they  would  admit  of  their  own  volition  that  these  idols  could  not  speak  and  that  this 
idol  would  not  say  anything  because  it  was  inanimate. 

In  the  Two  Sahihs  it  was  recorded  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 
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Ibrahim,  upon  him  be  peace,  did  not  tell  lies  except  on  three  occasions,  two  for  the  sake  of  Allah  -- 
when  he  said:  I Jj  Nay,  this  one,  the  biggest  of  them  did  it.and  when  he  said: 

Verily,  I  am  sick.  (37:89) 

?&SaZ\ j^\iOJb\ja 

••  £  -- 

*  s  9  S  l  S  t  1 

‘ $Ui I c_-i IxST (3 c^sS'^ tj 

uil^si  IC^^I 

1  ct&LsSl  I  ja*-  li  *  Siilxl  I  t^A)>  (Jjtii  •  iX&1  jt  b  *  t$dj  Is  (Jiwt/tj 

9  9  S  S  S  ’  S  9  9 

<  j^iAis^Jstc-iji -^taj 

.Gists 

‘  >5^1  :G31s 

and  when  he  was  traveling  in  the  land  of  one  of  the  tyrants,  and  Sarah  was  with  him;  when  he  made  camp,  a 
man  came  to  the  tyrant  and  said,  "A  man  has  made  camp  in  your  land  and  with  him  is  a  woman  who  is  the 
most  beautiful  of  people." 

The  tyrant  sent  for  Ibrahim,  and  asked  him,  "What  is  the  relationship  of  this  woman  to  you?" 

He  said,  "She  is  my  sister." 

The  tyrant  said,  "Go  and  send  her  to  me." 

So  Ibrahim  went  to  Sarah  and  said,  "This  tyrant  asked  me  about  you,  and  I  told  him  that  you  are  my  sister,  so 
do  not  let  him  think  that  I  am  lying.  For  you  are  indeed  my  sister  according  to  the  Book  of  Allah,  and  there  are 
no  Muslims  on  the  earth  apart  from  you  and  I." 

So  Ibrahim  brought  her  to  him,  then  he  stood  and  prayed. 

When  she  entered  upon  the  tyrant,  he  reached  for  her  desirously  once  he  saw  her.  But  he  suffered  a  severe 
seizure.  So  he  said,  "Pray  to  Allah  for  me  and  I  will  not  harm  you."  So  she  prayed  for  him  and  it  released  him. 

Then  he  reached  for  her  desirously,  but  he  was  stricken  similarly  before  or  worse.  This  continued  three  times, 
and  each  time  he  said  the  same  as  he  had  said  the  first  time. 

Then  he  called  the  closest  of  his  guards  and  said,  "You  have  not  brought  me  a  human  being,  you  have 
brought  me  a  devil!  Take  her  out  and  give  her  Hajar.  So  she  was  taken  out  and  given  Hajar,  and  she  went 
back. 

When  Ibrahim  realized  that  she  had  come  back,  he  finished  his  prayer  and  turned  around.  He  said,  "What 
happened?" 

She  said,  "Allah  took  care  of  the  evil  disbeliever's  plot,  and  he  gave  me  Hajar  as  a  servant." 

Muhammad  bin  Sirin  said, 

"When  Abu  Hurayrah  narrated  this  Hadith,  he  said,  'This  is  your  mother,  O  sons  of  the  water  of  the  heaven.' " 
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64. 

So  they  turned  to  themselves  and  said:  "Verily,  you  are  the  wrongdoers." 

65. 

Then  they  turned  to  themselves:  "Indeed  you  know  well  that  these  speak  not!" 

66. 

J UAiSb  5)  1  3  judaiit  (J  Is 

He  said:  "Do  you  then  worship  besides  Allah,  things  that  can  neither  profit  you  nor  harm  you!" 

67. 

"Fie  upon  you,  and  upon  that  which  you  worship  besides  Allah!  Have  you  then  no  sense!" 

The  People's  admission  of  their  gods'  incapability,  and  Ibrahim's  preaching| 


Allah  tells  us  that  when  Ibrahim  said  what  he  said,  his  people, 


turned  to  themselves, 

meaning,  they  blamed  themselves  for  not  taking  precautions  and  protecting  their  gods. 

They  said:  Verily,  you  are  the  wrongdoers. 

i.e.,  because  you  neglected  them  and  did  not  guard  them. 

Then  they  turned  to  themselves, 

means,  they  looked  at  the  ground,  and  said: 

(1  . . . 

Indeed  you  (Ibrahim)  know  well  that  these  speak  not! 

Qatadah  said: 


"The  people  admitted  their  guilt  and  confusion,  and  said,  ^  >5|  UiS-Uc jJB  ("Indeed  you  know  well 

that  these  speak  not!")  ’So  how  can  you  tell  us  to  ask  them,  if  they  cannot  speak  and  you  know  that 
they  cannot  speak.’ 

At  this  point,  when  they  admitted  that,  Ibrahim  said  to  them: 


O'1) 


Do  you  then  worship  besides  Allah,  things  that  can  neither  profit  you  nor  harm  you! 

35 


meaning,  if  they  cannot  speak  and  they  can  neither  benefit  you  nor  harm  you,  then  why  do  you 
worship  them  instead  of  Allah 

Fie  upon  you,  and  upon  that  which  you  worship  besides  Allah!  Have  you  then  no  sense! 

'Do  you  not  realize  the  extent  of  the  misguidance  and  extreme  disbelief  which  you  are  following,  which 
no  one  could  accept  but  one  who  is  an  ignorant  and  evil  wrongdoer.’  He  defeated  them  in  argument 
and  left  them  with  no  way  out. 

Allah  said: 


And  that  was  Our  proof  which  We  gave  Ibrahim  against  his  people.  (6:83) 


68. 

They  said:  "Burn  him  and  help  your  gods,  if  you  will  be  doing." 

69. 

We  said:  "0  fire!  Be  you  cool  and  safety  for  Ibrahim!" 

70. 

And  they  wanted  to  harm  him,  but  We  made  them  the  worst  losers. 

How  Ibrahim  was  thrown  into  the  Fire  and  how  Allah  controlled  it 


When  their  arguments  were  refuted  and  their  incapability  became  clear,  when  truth  was  made 
manifest  and  falsehood  was  defeated,  they  resorted  to  using  their  power  and  strength,  and; 

They  said:  "Burn  him  and  help  your  gods,  if  you  will  be  doing." 

So  they  gathered  together  a  huge  amount  of  wood. 

As-Suddi  said, 

"I  if  a  woman  was  sick,  she  would  make  a  vow  that  if  she  recovered  she  would  bring  wood  to  burn 
Ibrahim.  Then  they  made  a  hole  in  the  ground  and  set  it  aflame,  and  it  burned  with  huge  sparks 
and  immense  flames.  There  had  never  been  a  fire  like  it.  They  put  Ibrahim,  peace  be  upon  him, 
into  a  catapult,  at  the  suggestion  of  a  nomadic  Kurdish  man  from  Persia." 

Shu'ayb  Al-Jaba’i  said, 

"His  name  was  Hayzan,  and  Allah  caused  the  earth  to  swallow  him  up,  and  he  will  remain  sinking 
into  it  until  the  Day  of  Resurrection. 

When  they  threw  him  he  said,  'Sufficient  for  me  is  Allah,  and  He  is  the  best  disposer  of  affairs.’" 

This  is  similar  to  what  Al-Bukhari  recorded  from  Ibn  Abbas  that  Ibrahim  said, 
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"'Sufficient  for  me  is  Allah,  and  He  is  the  best  disposer  of  affairs," 
when  he  was  thrown  into  the  fire,  and  Muhammad  said  it  when  they  said: 


JuT'ji  a&Si\  IS  ’M 

Verily,  the  people  have  gathered  against  you,  therefore,  fear  them.  But  it  increased  them  in  faith,  and  they  said: 
"Allah  is  sufficient  for  us,  and  He  is  the  best  disposer  of  affairs."  (3:173) 

Sa'id  bin  Jubayr  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"When  Ibrahim  was  thrown  into  the  fire,  the  keeper  (angel)  of  the  rain  said:  'When  will  I  be 
commanded  to  send  rain.'  But  the  command  of  Allah  was  more  swift. 


Allah  said:  O  fire!  Be  you  cool  and  safety  for  Ibrahim! 

and  there  was  no  fire  left  on  earth  that  was  not  extinguished." 

Ibn  Abbas  and  Abu  Al-Aliyah  said: 

"Were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  Allah  said,  (and  safety),  Ibrahim  would  have  been  harmed  by  its 
coldness." 

Qatadah  said: 

"On  that  day  there  was  no  creature  that  did  not  try  to  extinguish  the  fire  for  Ibrahim,  except  for  the 
gecko." 

Az-Zuhri  said: 

"The  Prophet  commanded  that  it  should  be  killed,  and  called  it  a  harmful  vermin." 

(v  •  )^jJ 

And  they  wanted  to  harm  him,  but  We  made  them  the  worst  losers. 

they  were  defeated  and  humiliated,  because  they  wanted  to  plot  against  the  Prophet  of  Allah,  but  Allah 
planned  against  them  and  saved  him  from  the  fire,  and  thus  they  were  defeated. 


71. 

And  We  rescued  him  and  Lut  to  the  land  which  We  have  blessed  for  the  nations. 

72. 

as>l 5,  IliGo  l<3 

And  We  bestowed  upon  him  Ishaq,  and  Ya'qub  Nafilatan.  Each  one  We  made  righteous. 

73. 

*  *  * 

\  tj 

And  We  made  them  leaders,  guiding  by  Our  command,  and  We  revealed  to  them  the  doing  of 
good  deeds,  performing  Salah,  and  the  giving  of  Zakah,  and  of  Us  (Alone)  they  were  the 
worshippers. 

37 


74. 

And  (remember)  Lut,  We  gave  him  wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  We  saved  him  from  the  town 

who  practiced  Al-Khaba'ith. 

6tdL~i  |  y  Jjs\ 

Verily,  they  were  a  people  given  to  evil,  and  were  rebellious. 

75. 

And  We  admitted  him  to  Our  mercy;  truly,  he  was  of  the  righteous. 

The  Migration  of  Ibrahim  to  Ash-Sham  (Greater  Syria),  accompanied  by  Lut 


Allah  tells: 

And  We  rescued  him  and  Lut  to  the  land  which  We  have  blessed  for  the  nations. 

Allah  tells  us  that  He  saved  Ibrahim  from  the  fire  lit  by  his  people,  and  brought  him  out  from  among 
them,  migrating  to  the  land  of  Ash-Sham,  to  the  sacred  regions  thereof. 

.  .  . 

And  We  bestowed  upon  him  Ishaq,  and  Ya'qub  Nafilatan. 

Ata1  and  Mujahid  said,  "Nafilatan  means  as  a  gift." 

Ibn  Abbas,  Qatadah  and  Al-Hakam  bin  'Uyaynah  said,  "The  gift  of  a  son  who  has  a  son," 
meaning  that  Yaqub  was  the  son  of  Ishaq,  as  Allah  says: 

But  We  gave  her  glad  tidings  of  Ishaq,  and  after  Ishaq,  of  Yaqub.  (1 1 :71) 

Abdur-Rahman  bin  Zayd  bin  Aslam  said, 

"He  asked  for  one  (son),  and  said,  "My  Lord!  Grant  me  from  the  righteous." 

(37:100)So  Allah  gave  him  Ishaq,  and  gave  him  Yaqub  in  addition. 

■  ■  ■ 

Each  one  We  made  righteous. 

means,  both  of  them  were  good  and  righteous  people. 

And  We  made  them  leaders, 

means,  examples  to  be  followed. 


38 


. . .  ■  ■  ■ 

guiding  by  Our  command, 

inviting  to  Him  by  His  leave. 

Allah  says: 

and  We  revealed  to  them  the  doing  of  good  deeds,  performing  Salah,  and  the  giving  of  Zakah, 

Here  the  general  is  followed  by  the  specific. 

(vr)i3^kl3ly£;j... 

and  of  Us  (Alone)  they  were  the  worshippers. 

means,  they  did  what  they  enjoined  others  to  do. 


The  Prophet  Lut 


Then  Allah  mentions  Lut,  whose  full  name  was  Lut  bin  Haran  bin  Azar.  He  believed  in  Ibrahim  and 
followed  him,  and  migrated  with  him,  as  Allah  says: 

So  Lut  believed  in  him.  He  (Ibrahim)  said:  "I  will  emigrate  for  the  sake  of  my  Lord."  (29:26) 

Allah  gave  him  wisdom  and  knowledge;  He  sent  Revelation  to  him,  made  him  a  Prophet  and 
appointed  him  to  Sadum  (Sodom)  and  its  vicinity,  but  they  rejected  him  and  resisted  him,  so  Allah 
utterly  destroyed  them,  as  He  tells  us  in  several  places  in  His  Book. 

Allah  says; 


and  We  saved  him  from  the  town  who  practiced  Al-Khaba’ith.  Verily,  they  were  a  people  given  to  evil, 

and  were  rebellious. 

( v  0 )  I  ctf‘ 

And  We  admitted  him  to  Our  mercy;  truly,  he  was  of  the  righteous. 


76. 


And  (remember)  Nuh,  when  he  cried  (to  Us)  aforetime.  We  answered  to  his  invocation  and  saved 
him  and  his  family  from  the  great  distress. 


77. 


We  helped  him  against  the  people  who  denied  Our  Ayat.  Verily,  they  were  a  people  given  to  evil. 
So  We  drowned  them  all. 


Nuh  and  His  People 


Allah  tells  us  how  He  responded  to  His  servant  and  Messenger  Nuh,  peace  be  upon  him,  when  he 
prayed  to  Him  against  his  people  for  their  disbelief  in  him: 


Then  he  invoked  his  Lord  (saying):  "I  have  been  overcome,  so  help  (me)!"  (54:10) 


And  Nuh  said:  "My  Lord!  Leave  not  any  inhabitant  of  the  disbelievers  on  the  earth!  If  You  leave  them,  they  will 
mislead  Your  servants,  and  they  will  beget  none  but  wicked  disbelievers.  (71 :26-27) 

So  Allah  says  here, 


And  (remember)  Nuh,  when  he  cried  (to  Us)  aforetime.  We  answered  to  his  invocation  and  saved  him 

and  his  family, 

meaning,  those  who  believed  with  him,  as  Allah  says  elsewhere: 

...and  your  family  --  except  him  against  whom  the  Word  has  already  gone  forth  -  and  those  who  believe.  And 

none  believed  with  him,  except  a  few.  (1 1 :  40) 

■  ■  ■ 

from  the  great  distress. 

meaning,  from  difficulty,  rejection  and  harm. 

For  he  remained  among  them  for  one  thousand  years  less  fifty,  calling  them  to  Allah,  and  no  one  had 
believed  in  him  except  for  a  few.  His  people  were  plotting  against  him  and  advising  one  another 
century  after  century,  generation  after  generation,  to  oppose  him. 

We  helped  him  against  the  people, 

means,  'We  saved  him  and  helped  him  against  the  people,' 

bbtl  JjS'&jil . . . 

who  denied  Our  Ayat.  Verily,  they  were  a  people  given  to  evil.  So  We  drowned  them  all. 

meaning,  Allah  drowned  them  all,  and  not  one  of  them  was  left  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  as  their 
Prophet  had  prayed  would  happen  to  them. 


(vv)u^ 


And  (remember)  Dawud  and  Suleiman,  when  they  gave  judgement  in  the  case  of  the  field  in 
which  the  sheep  of  certain  people  had  Nafashat;  and  We  were  witness  to  their  judgement. 
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79. 

And  We  made  Suleiman  to  understand  (the  case);  and  to  each  of  them  We  gave  wisdom  (Hukm) 
and  knowledge. 

And  We  subjected  the  mountains  and  the  birds  to  glorify  Our  praises  along  with  Dawud. 

asksofo 

And  it  was  We  Who  were  the  doer  (of  all  these  things). 

80. 

0 h  o?  s  LaIc  j 

And  We  taught  him  the  making  of  metal  coats  of  mail  (for  battles),  to  protect  you  in  your  fighting. 
Are  you  then  grateful! 

81. 

And  to  Suleiman  (We  subjected)  the  wind  strongly  raging,  running  by  his  command  towards  the 
land  which  We  had  blessed. 

And  of  everything  We  are  the  All-Knower. 

82. 

And  of  the  Shayatin  were  some  who  dived  for  him,  and  did  other  work  besides  that; 

tUTj 

and  it  was  We  Who  guarded  them. 

Dawud  and  Suleiman  and  the  Signs  which  They  were  given;  the  Story  of  the  People| 
whose  Sheep  pastured  at  Night  in  the 


(Abu)  Ishaq  narrated  from  Murrah  from  Ibn  Mas'ud:  "That  crop  was  grapes,  bunches  of  which  were 
dangling." 

This  was  also  the  view  of  Shurayh. 

Ibn  Abbas  said:  "Nafash  means  grazing." 

Shurayh,  Az-Zuhri  and  Qatadah  said:  "Nafash  only  happens  at  night." 

Qatadah  added,  "(and)  Al-Haml  is  grazing  during  the  day." 

Allah  tells: 
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And  (remember)  Dawud  and  Suleiman,  when  they  gave  judgement  in  the  case  of  the  field  in  which  the 

sheep  of  certain  people  had  pastured  at  night; 

Ibn  Jarir  recorded  that  Ibn  Mas'ud  said: 

"Grapes  which  had  grown  and  their  bunches  were  spoiled  by  the  sheep.  Dawud  (David)  ruled  that 
the  owner  of  the  grapes  should  keep  the  sheep. 

Suleiman  (Solomon)  said,  'Not  like  this,  O  Prophet  of  Allah!' 

(Dawud)  said,  'How  then' 

(Suleiman)  said:  'Give  the  grapes  to  the  owner  of  the  sheep  and  let  him  tend  them  until  they  grow 
back  as  they  were,  and  give  the  sheep  to  the  owner  of  the  grapes  and  let  him  benefit  from  them 
until  the  grapes  have  grown  back  as  they  were.  Then  the  grapes  should  be  given  back  to  their 
owner,  and  the  sheep  should  be  given  back  to  their  owner.' 

This  is  what  Allah  said:  (And  We  made  Suleiman  to  understand  (the  case)." 


This  was  also  reported  by  AI-'Awfi  from  Ibn  Abbas. 


■  ■  ■ 

and  We  were  witness  to  their  judgement. 

. . .  a  Qa) 

And  We  made  Suleiman  to  understand  (the  case);  and  to  each  of  them  We  gave  wisdom  and 

knowledge. 

Ibn  Abi  Hatim  recorded  that; 

when  lyas  bin  Mu'awiyah  was  appointed  as  a  judge,  Al-Hasan  came  to  him  and  found  lyas 
weeping.  (Al-Hasan)  said,  "Why  are  you  weeping?" 

(lyas)  said,  "O  Abu  Sa'id,  What  I  heard  about  judges  among  them  a  judge  is  he,  who  studies  a 
case  and  his  judgment  is  wrong,  so  he  will  go  to  Hell;  another  judge  is  he  who  is  biased  because  of 
his  own  whims  and  desires,  so  he  will  go  to  Hell;  and  the  other  judge  he  who  studies  a  case  and 
gives  the  right  judgement,  so  he  will  go  to  Paradise." 

Al-Hasan  Al-Basari  said:  "But  what  Allah  tells  us  about  Dawud  and  Suleiman  (peace  be  upon  them 
both)  and  the  Prophets  and  whatever  judgments  they  made  proves  that  what  these  people  said  is 
wrong. 

Allah  says:  jjfe  And  (remember)  Dawud  and 

Suleiman,  when  they  gave  judgement  in  the  case  of  the  field  in  which  the  sheep  of  certain  people 
had  pastured  at  night;  and  We  were  witness  to  their  judgement. 

Allah  praised  Suleiman  but  He  did  not  condemn  Dawud." 

Then  he  --  Al-Hasan  -  said,  "Allah  enjoins  three  things  upon  the  judges: 

not  to  sell  thereby  for  some  miserable  price; 

not  to  follow  their  own  whims  and  desires;  and 

not  to  fear  anyone  concerning  their  judgments." 
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Then  he  recited: 


dill  I  £$J  ^5l>tS(^(/^)l  Gjlsjl  Cv 


O  Dawud!  Verily,  We  have  placed  you  as  a  successor  on  the  earth;  so  judge  you  between  men  in  truth  and 
follow  not  your  desire  -  for  it  will  mislead  you  from  the  path  of  Allah.  (38:26) 

^^^l 

Therefore  fear  not  men  but  fear  Me.  (5:44) 

Ix^jCsL  I  yj&j'bi 

and  sell  not  My  Ayat  for  a  miserable  price.  (5:44) 

I  say:  with  regard  to  the  Prophets  (peace  be  upon  them  all),  all  of  them  were  infallible  and  supported 
by  Allah.  With  regard  to  others,  it  is  recorded  in  Sahih  Al-Bukhari  from  'Amir  bin  AI-'As  that  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

.  gVJfVaH .  otitiiTtLl  0^4-1  IS] 

If  the  judge  does  his  best,  studies  the  case  and  reaches  the  right  conclusion,  he  will  have  two 
rewards. 

If  he  does  his  best,  studies  the  case  and  reaches  the  wrong  conclusion,  he  will  have  one  reward. 

This  Hadith  refutes  the  idea  of  lyas,  who  thought  that  if  he  did  his  best,  studied  the  case  and 
reached  the  wrong  conclusion,  he  would  go  to  Hell. 

And  Allah  knows  best. 

Similar  to  story  in  the  Qur'an  is  the  report  recorded  by  Imam  Ahmad  in  his  Musnad  from  Abu 
Hurayrah,  who  said  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

There  were  two  women  who  each  had  a  son.  The  wolf  came  and  took  one  of  the  children,  and  they 
referred  their  dispute  to  Dawud.  He  ruled  that  the  (remaining)  child  belonged  to  the  older  woman. 
They  left,  then  Suleiman  called  them  and  said,  "Give  me  a  sword  and  I  will  divide  him  between  the 
two  of  you." 

The  younger  woman  said,  "May  Allah  have  mercy  on  you!  He  is  her  child,  do  not  cut  him  up!" 

So  he  ruled  that  the  child  belonged  to  the  younger  woman. 

This  was  also  recorded  by  Al-Bukhari  and  Muslim  in  their  Sahihs. 

An-Nasa'i  also  devoted  a  chapter  to  this  in  the  Book  of  Judgments. 


■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 


And  We  subjected  the  mountains  and  the  birds  to  glorify  Our  praises  along  with  Dawud. 

This  refers  to  the  beauty  of  his  voice  when  he  recited  his  Book,  Az-Zabur.  When  he  recited  it  in  a 
beautiful  manner,  the  birds  would  stop  and  hover  in  the  air,  and  would  repeat  after  him,  and  the 
mountains  would  respond  and  echo  his  words. 
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And  it  was  We  Who  were  the  doer  (of  all  these  things). 


The  Prophet  passed  by  Abu  Musa  Al-Ash'ari  while  he  was  reciting  Qur'an  at  night,  and  he  had  a  very 
beautiful  voice,  he  stopped  and  listened  to  his  recitation,  and  said: 


This  man  has  been  given  one  of  the  wind  instruments  (nice  voices)  of  the  family  of  Dawud. 

He  said:  "O  Messenger  of  Allah,  if  I  had  known  that  you  were  listening,  I  would  have  done  my  best 
for  you." 


And  We  taught  him  the  making  of  metal  coats  of  mail,  to  protect  you  in  your  fighting, 
meaning,  the  manufacture  of  chain-armor. 

Qatadah  said  that  before  that,  they  used  to  wear  plated  armor;  he  was  the  first  one  to  make  rings  of 
chain-armor.  This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


And  We  made  the  iron  soft  for  him.  Saying:  "Make  you  perfect  coats  of  mail,  and  balance  well  the  rings  of  chain 

armor."  (34:10-11), 

meaning,  do  not  make  the  pegs  so  loose  that  the  rings  (of  chain  mail)  will  shake,  or  make  it  so  tight 
that  they  will  not  be  able  to  move  at  all. 

Allah  says: 


.  .  .  ■  ■  ■ 

to  protect  you  in  your  fighting. 

meaning,  in  your  battles. 


Are  you  then  grateful,  means, 

'Allah  blessed  you  when  He  inspired  His  servant  Dawud  and  taught  him  that  for  your  sake.' 


And  Allah  tells: 


And  to  Suleiman  (We  subjected)  the  wind  strongly  raging, 

means,  'We  subjugated  the  strong  wind  to  Suleiman.' 


running  by  his  command  towards  the  land  which  We  had  blessed. 

meaning,  the  land  of  Ash-Sham  (Greater  Syria). 
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And  of  everything  We  are  the  All-Knower. 

He  had  a  mat  made  of  wood  on  which  he  would  place  all  the  equipment  of  his  kingship;  horses, 
camels,  tents  and  troops,  then  he  would  command  the  wind  to  carry  it,  and  he  would  go  underneath  it 
and  it  would  carry  him  aloft,  shading  him  and  protecting  him  from  the  heat,  until  it  reached  wherever  he 
wanted  to  go  in  the  land.  Then  it  would  come  down  and  deposit  his  equipment  and  entourage. 

Allah  says: 

So,  We  subjected  to  him  the  wind;  it  blew  gently  by  his  order  whithersoever  he  willed.  (38:36) 

its  morning  was  a  month's  (journey),  and  its  afternoon  was  a  month's.  (34:12) 

And  of  the  Shayatin  were  some  who  dived  for  him, 

means,  they  dived  into  the  water  to  retrieve  pearls,  jewels,  etc.,  for  him. 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 


This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


and  did  other  work  besides  that; 


%  *  •c'  6  x 


And  also  the  Shayatin,  every  kind  of  builder  and  diver.  And  also  others  bound  in  fetters.  (38:37-38) 


j . . . 


and  it  was  We  Who  guarded  them. 

means,  Allah  protected  him  lest  any  of  these  Shayatin  did  him  any  harm.  All  of  them  were  subject  to 
his  control  and  domination,  and  none  of  them  would  have  dared  to  approach  him.  He  was  in  charge  of 
them  and  if  he  wanted,  he  could  set  free  or  detain  whomever  among  them  he  wished. 

Allah  says: 

And  also  others  bound  in  fetters.  (38:38) 


|  And  (remember)  Ayub,  when  he  cried  to  his  Lord: 

|  "Verily,  distress  has  seized  me,  and  You  are  the  Most  Merciful  of  all  those  who  show  mercy." 
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So  We  answered  his  call,  and  We  removed  the  distress  that  was  on  him,  and  We  restored  his 
family  to  him,  and  the  like  thereof  along  with  them  as  a  mercy  from  Ourselves  and  a  Reminder  for 
all  those  who  worship  Us. 


The  Prophet  Ayub| 


Allah  tells: 


And  (remember)  Ayub,  when  he  cried  to  his  Lord:  "Verily,  distress  has  seized  me,  and  You  are  the 

Most  Merciful  of  all  those  who  show  mercy." 


■  ■  ■ 

So  We  answered  his  call,  and  We  removed  the  distress  that  was  on  him, 

Allah  tells  us  about  Ayub  (Job),  and  the  trials  that  struck  him,  affecting  his  wealth,  children  and 
physical  health. 

He  had  plenty  of  livestock,  cattle  and  crops,  many  children  and  beautiful  houses,  and  he  was  tested  in 
these  things,  losing  every  thing  he  had.  Then  he  was  tested  with  regard  to  his  body,  and  he  was  left 
alone  on  the  edge  of  the  city  and  there  was  no  one  who  treated  him  with  compassion  apart  from  his 
wife,  who  took  care  of  him.  It  was  said  that  it  reached  the  stage  where  she  was  in  need,  so  she  started 
to  serve  people  (to  earn  money)  for  his  sake.  The  Prophet  said: 

J^^^lii.^Ullii.iySl^Ql^t 

The  people  who  are  tested  the  most  severely  are  the  Prophets,  then  the  righteous,  then  the  next 
best  and  the  next  best. 

According  to  another  Hadith: 


J,}  i/i»3 


A  man  will  be  tested  according  to  his  level  of  religious  commitment;  the  stronger  his  religious 
commitment,  the  more  severe  will  be  his  test. 

The  Prophet  of  Allah,  Ayub,  upon  him  be  peace,  had  the  utmost  patience,  and  he  is  the  best 
example  of  that. 

Yazid  bin  Maysarah  said: 

"When  Allah  tested  Ayub,  upon  him  be  peace,  with  the  loss  of  his  family,  wealth  and  children,  and 
he  had  nothing  left,  he  started  to  focus  upon  the  remembrance  of  Allah,  and  he  said: 

I  praise  You,  the  Lord  of  lords,  Who  bestowed  His  kindness  upon  me  and  gave  me  wealth  and 
children,  and  there  was  no  corner  of  my  heart  that  was  not  filled  with  attachment  to  these  worldly 
things,  then  You  took  all  of  that  away  from  me  and  You  emptied  my  heart,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
stand  between  me  and  You.  If  my  enemy  Iblis  knew  of  this,  he  would  be  jealous  of  me.' 

When  Iblis  heard  of  this,  he  became  upset.  And  Ayub,  upon  him  be  peace,  said: 

'O  Lord,  You  gave  me  wealth  and  children,  and  there  was  no  one  standing  at  my  door  complaining 
of  some  wrong  I  had  done  to  him.  You  know  that.  I  used  to  have  a  bed  prepared  for  me,  but  I 
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forsook  it  and  said  to  myself:  You  were  not  created  to  lie  on  a  comfortable  bed.  I  only  forsook  that 
for  Your  sake.'" 

This  was  recorded  by  Ibn  Abi  Hatim. 

Ibn  Abi  Hatim  recorded  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Prophet  said: 

When  Allah  healed  Ayub,  He  sent  upon  him  a  shower  of  golden  locusts,  and  he  started  to  pick 
them  up  and  gather  them  in  his  garment.  It  was  said  to  him,  "O  Ayub,  have  you  not  had  enough!" 

He  said,  "O  Lord,  who  can  ever  have  enough  of  Your  mercy! 

The  basis  of  this  Hadith  is  recorded  in  the  Two  Sahihs,  as  we  shall  see  below. 


and  We  restored  his  family  to  him  (that  he  had  lost)  and  the  like  thereof  along  with  them. 

It  was  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said:  "They  themselves  were  restored  to  him." 

This  was  also  narrated  by  AI-'Awfi  from  Ibn  Abbas. 

Something  similar  was  also  narrated  from  Ibn  Mas'ud  and  Mujahid,  and  this  was  the  view  of  Al-Hasan  and 
Qatadah. 

Mujahid  said: 

"It  was  said  to  him,  'O  Ayub,  your  family  will  be  with  you  in  Paradise;  if  you  want,  We  will  bring 
them  back  to  you,  or  if  you  want,  We  will  leave  them  for  you  in  Paradise  and  will  compensate  you 
with  others  like  them.' 

He  said,  'No,  leave  them  for  me  in  Paradise.'  So  they  were  left  for  him  in  Paradise,  and  he  was 
compensated  with  others  like  them  in  this  world." 


as  a  mercy  from  Ourselves, 

means,  'We  did  that  to  him  as  a  mercy  from  Allah  towards  him.’ 

■  ■  ■ 

and  a  Reminder  for  all  those  who  worship  Us. 

means,  'We  made  him  an  example  lest  those  who  are  beset  by  trials  think  that  We  do  that  to  them 
because  We  do  not  care  for  them,  so  that  they  may  take  him  as  an  example  of  patience  in  accepting 
the  decrees  of  Allah  and  bearing  the  trials  with  which  He  tests  His  servants  as  He  wills.’ 

And  Allah  has  the  utmost  wisdom  with  regard  to  that. 


And  (remember)  Isma'il,  Idris  and  Dhul-Kifl:  All  were  from  among  the  patient. 


21 :86  And  We  admitted  them  to  Our  mercy.  Verily,  they  were  of  the  righteous. 
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Allah  tells: 

And  (remember)  Ismail,  Idris  and  Dhul-Kifl:  All  were  from  among  the  patient. 

( A 1 )  cb^' ^  I  ^S&tr  j  jJ> i 

And  We  admitted  them  to  Our  mercy.  Verily,  they  were  of  the  righteous. 

Ismail  was  the  son  of  Ibrahim  Al-Khalil,  peace  be  upon  them  both.  He  has  already  been  mentioned  in 
Surah  Maryam,  where  mention  was  also  made  of  Idris. 

From  the  context  and  the  fact  that  Dhul-Kifl  is  mentioned  alongside  Prophets,  it  appears  that  he  was 
also  a  Prophet.  Others  say  that  he  was  a  righteous  man,  a  just  king  and  a  fair  judge. 

Ibn  Jarir  refrained  from  making  any  decisive  comment. 

And  Allah  knows  best. 


This  story  is  mentioned  here,  and  in  Surah  As-Saffat  and  Surah  Nun. 

Yunus  bin  Matta,  upon  him  be  peace,  was  sent  by  Allah  to  the  people  of  Nineveh,  which  was  a  town  in 
the  area  of  Mawsil  (in  northern  Iraq).  He  called  them  to  Allah,  but  they  rejected  him  and  persisted  in 
their  disbelief.  So  he  left  them  in  anger,  threatening  them  with  punishment  after  three  (days). 

When  they  realized  that  he  was  telling  the  truth  and  that  a  Prophet  never  lies,  they  went  out  to  the 
desert  with  their  children  and  cattle  and  flocks.  They  separated  the  mothers  from  their  children,  then 
they  beseeched  Allah  and  pleaded  to  Him,  with  the  camels  and  their  young  groaning,  the  cows  and 
their  calves  mooing,  and  the  sheep  and  their  lambs  bleating,  so  Allah  spared  them  from  the 
punishment. 

Allah  says: 
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Was  there  any  town  that  believed  (after  seeing  the  punishment),  and  its  faith  saved  it  Except  the  people  of  Yunus; 

when  they  believed,  We  removed  from  them  the  torment  of  disgrace  in  the  life  of  the  world,  and  permitted  them  to 
enjoy  for  a  while.  (10:98) 

Yunus,  meanwhile,  went  and  traveled  with  some  people  on  a  ship,  which  was  tossed  about  on  the 
sea.  The  people  were  afraid  that  they  would  drown,  so  they  cast  lots  to  choose  a  man  whom  they 
would  throw  overboard. 

The  lot  fell  to  Yunus,  but  they  refused  to  throw  him  overboard.  This  happened  a  second  and  a  third 
time. 

Allah  says: 


Then  he  (agreed  to)  cast  lots,  and  he  was  among  the  losers.  (37:141) 

meaning,  the  draw  went  against  him,  so  Yunus  stood  up,  removed  his  garment  and  cast  himself  into 
the  sea. 

Then  Allah  sent  from  the  Green  Sea  -  according  to  what  Ibn  Mas'ud  said  -  a  large  fish  which  cleaved 
the  oceans  until  it  came  and  swallowed  Yunus  when  he  threw  himself  into  the  sea. 

Allah  inspired  that  large  fish  not  to  devour  his  flesh  or  break  his  bones,  (as  if  He  said)  Yunus  is  not 
food  for  you,  rather  your  belly  is  a  prison  for  him. 


And  (remember)  Dhun-Nun, 

Here  Nun  refers  to  the  fish;  it  is  correct  for  it  to  be  attributed  to  him  here. 


when  he  went  off  in  anger, 

Ad-Dahhak  said:  "Anger  towards  his  people." 

■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 


and  imagined  that  We  shall  not  punish  him! 

meaning,  constrict  him  in  the  belly  of  the  fish. 

Something  similar  to  this  was  reported  from  Ibn  Abbas,  Mujahid,  Ad-Dahhak  and  others. 
This  was  the  view  favored  by  Ibn  Jarir,  and  he  quoted  as  evidence  for  that  the  Ayah: 


and  the  man  whose  resources  are  restricted,  let  him  spend  according  to  what  Allah  has  given  him.  Allah  puts  no 
burden  on  any  person  beyond  what  He  has  given  him.  Allah  will  grant  after  hardship,  ease.  (65:7) 


But  he  cried  through  the  depths  of  darkness  (saying):  "There  is  no  God  but  You,  Glorified  be  You! 

Truly,  I  have  been  of  the  wrongdoers." 

Ibn  Mas'ud  said  regarding  the  'depths  of  darkness': 

"The  darkness  of  the  belly  of  the  fish,  the  darkness  of  the  sea  and  the  darkness  of  the  night." 
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This  was  also  narrated  from  Ibn  Abbas,  'Amr  bin  Maymun,  Sa'id  bin  Jubayr,  Muhammad  bin  Ka'b,  Ad-Dahhak, 
Al-Hasan  and  Qatadah. 

Salim  bin  Abu  Al-Ja'd  said:  "The  darkness  of  the  fish  in  the  belly  of  another  fish  in  the  darkness  of  the 
sea." 

Ibn  Mas'ud,  Ibn  Abbas  and  others  said: 

"This  was  because  the  fish  took  him  through  the  sea,  cleaving  it  until  it  reached  the  bottom  of  the  sea. 
Yunus  heard  the  rocks  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  uttering  glorification  of  Allah,  at  which  point  he  said: 


There  is  no  God  but  You,  Glorified  be  You! 
Truly,  I  have  been  of  the  wrongdoers. 


'Awf  Al-A'rabi  said: 

"When  Yunus  found  himself  in  the  belly  of  the  fish,  he  thought  that  he  had  died.  Then  he  moved  his 
legs.  When  he  moved  his  legs,  he  prostrated  where  he  was,  then  he  called  out:  'O  Lord,  I  have 
taken  a  place  of  worship  to  You  in  a  place  which  no  other  person  has  reached."’ 

So  'We  answered  his  call,  and  delivered  him  from  the  distress. 

means,  'We  brought  him  forth  from  the  belly  of  the  fish  and  from  that  darkness.’ 

■  ■  ■ 

And  thus  We  do  deliver  the  believers. 

means,  when  they  are  in  difficulty  and  they  call  upon  Us  and  repent  to  Us,  especially  if  they  call  upon 
Us  with  these  words  at  the  time  of  distress. 

The  leader  of  the  Prophets  encouraged  us  to  call  upon  Allah  with  these  words. 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Sa'd  bin  Abi  Waqqas,  may  Allah  be  pleased  with  him,  said: 

"I  passed  by  Uthman  bin  Affan,  may  Allah  be  pleased  with  him,  in  the  Masjid,  and  greeted  him.  He 
stared  at  me  but  did  not  return  my  Salam. 

I  went  to  Umar  bin  Al-Khattab  and  said:  'O  Commander  of  the  faithful,  has  something  happened  in 
Islam!’  I  said  that  twice. 

He  said,  'No,  why  do  you  ask?’ 

I  said,  'I  passed  by  Uthman  a  short  while  ago  in  the  Masjid  and  greeted  him,  and  he  stared  at  me 
but  he  did  not  return  my  Salam.’ 

Umar  sent  for  Uthman  and  asked  him,  'Why  did  you  not  return  your  brother's  Salam?' 

He  said,  'That  is  not  true.’ 

Sa'd  said,  'Yes  it  is.’ 

It  reached  the  point  where  they  both  swore  oaths.  Then  Uthman  remembered  and  said,  'Yes,  you 
are  right,  I  seek  the  forgiveness  of  Allah  and  I  repent  to  Him.  You  passed  by  me  a  short  while  ago 

50 


but  I  was  preoccupied  with  thoughts  of  something  I  had  heard  from  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  which  I 
never  think  of  but  a  veil  comes  down  over  my  eyes  and  my  heart.' 

Sa'd  said:  'And  I  will  tell  you  what  it  was.  The  Messenger  of  Allah  told  us  the  first  part  of  the 
supplication  then  a  Bedouin  came  and  kept  him  busy,  then  the  Messenger  of  Allah  got  up  and  I 
followed  him.  When  I  felt  worried  that  he  would  enter  his  house,  I  stamped  my  feet.  I  turned  to  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  ,  who  said, 

jit  i  I 

Who  is  this  Abu  Ishaq? 

I  said,  "Yes,  O  Messenger  of  Allah." 

He  said,  (What  is  the  matter)? 

I  said,  "Nothing,  by  Allah,  except  that  you  told  us  the  first  part  of  the  supplication,  then  this  Bedouin 
came  and  kept  you  busy." 

He  said, 


Yes,  the  supplication  of  Dhun-Nun  when  he  was  in  the  belly  of  the  fish: 


P 


There  is  no  God  but  Y ou,  Glorified  be  You ! 
Truly,  I  have  been  of  the  wrongdoers. 


4)  I  51].  Ja3  d  ^  OJ  ^o3 

No  Muslim  ever  prays  to  his  Lord  with  these  words  for  anything,  but  He  will  answer  his  prayer." 

It  was  also  recorded  by  At-Tirmidhi ,  and  by  An-Nasa'i  in  Al-Yawm  wal-Laylah. 

Ibn  Abi  Hatim  recorded  that  Sa'd  said  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

4)  I  %  L  Oj 

Whoever  offers  supplication  in  the  words  of  the  supplication  of  Yunus,  will  be  answered. 

Abu  Sa'id  said:  "He  was  referring  to:  (And  thus  We  do  deliver  the  believers)." 


And  (remember)  Zakariyya,  when  he  cried  to  his  Lord:  "O  My  Lord!  Leave  me  not  single 
(childless),  though  You  are  the  Best  of  the  inheritors." 


So  We  answered  his  call,  and  We  bestowed  upon  him  Yahya,  and  cured  his  wife  for  him. 
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13  \J>  La^j  LLfr  j£-Jo  (jcJjSyi^U 1  y ' %js%l 


Verily,  they  used  to  hasten  on  to  do  good  deeds,  and  they  used  to  call  on  Us  with  hope  and  fear, 
and  they  were  Khashi'in  before  Us. 


|Zakariyya  and  Yahya 


Allah  tells: 


And  (remember)  Zakariyya, 

Allah  tells  us  of  His  servant  Zakariyya,  who  asked  Allah  to  grant  him  a  son  who  would  be  a  Prophet 
after  him.  The  story  has  already  been  given  in  detail  at  the  beginning  of  Surah  Maryam  and  also  in 
Surah  Imran.  Here  an  abbreviated  version  is  given. 


■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

when  he  cried  to  his  Lord, 

means,  in  secret,  hiding  it  from  his  people. 

■  ■  ■  I ipQ/oti&C- . . . 

O  My  Lord!  Leave  me  not  single, 

means,  with  no  child  and  no  heir  to  stand  among  the  people  after  me. 

. . . 

though  You  are  the  Best  of  the  inheritors. 

This  is  a  supplication  and  form  of  praise  befitting  the  topic. 

Allah  says: 

So  We  answered  his  call,  and  We  bestowed  upon  him  Yahya,  and  cured  his  wife  for  him. 

Ibn  Abbas,  Mujahid  and  Sa'id  bin  Jubayr  said:  "She  was  barren  and  never  had  a  child,  then  she  gave 
birth." 

. .  .olt^l  . . . 

Verily,  they  used  to  hasten  on  to  do  good  deeds, 

means,  acts  of  worship  and  acts  of  obedience  towards  Allah. 


. . .  jF'OJ'i  ■  ■  ■ 

and  they  used  to  call  on  Us  with  hope  and  fear, 

Ath-Thawri  said, 

"Hoping  for  that  (reward)  which  is  with  Us  and  fearing  that  (punishment)  which  is  with  Us." 
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0 '  ■  ■  ■ 

and  they  were  Khashi'in  before  Us. 

Ali  bin  Abi  Talhah  reported  from  Ibn  Abbas  that;  this  means,  sincerely  believing  in  that  which  was 
revealed  by  Allah. 

Mujahid  said:  "Truly  believing." 

Abu  AI-'Aliyah  said:  "Fearing." 

Abu  Sinan  said:  "Khushu'  means  the  fear  which  should  never  leave  our  hearts." 

It  was  also  reported  from  Mujahid  that;  "the  Khashi'in  are  those  who  are  humble." 

Al-Hasan,  Qatadah  and  Ad-Dahhak  said,  "The  Khashi'in  are  those  who  humble  themselves  before 
Allah." 

All  of  these  suggestions  are  close  in  meaning. 


And  she  who  guarded  her  chastity,  We  breathed  into  her  through  Our  Ruh,  and  We  made  her  and 
her  son  a  sign  for  nations. 


Isa  and  Maryam  the  True  Believer 


Allah  tells: 


0  ' 


And  she  who  guarded  her  chastity,  We  breathed  into  her  through  Our  Ruh,  and  We  made  her  and  her 

son  a  sign  for  nations. 

Here  Allah  mentions  the  story  of  Maryam  and  her  son  'Isa,  just  after  mentioning  Zakariyya  and  his  son 
Yahya,  may  peace  be  upon  them  all. 

He  mentions  the  story  of  Zakariyya  first,  followed  by  the  story  of  Maryam  because  the  one  is 
connected  to  the  other.  The  former  is  the  story  of  a  child  being  born  to  an  old  man  of  advanced  years, 
from  an  old  woman  who  had  been  barren  and  had  never  given  birth  when  she  was  younger.  Then 
Allah  mentions  the  story  of  Maryam  which  is  even  more  wondrous,  for  in  this  case  a  child  was  born 
from  a  female  without  (the  involvement  of)  a  male. 

These  stories  also  appear  in  Surah  Al  'Imran  and  in  Surah  Maryam.  Here  Allah  mentions  the  story  of 
Zakariyya  and  follows  it  with  the  story  of  Maryam,  where  He  says: 


stjb 


And  she  who  guarded  her  chastity, 

means,  Maryam  (peace  be  upon  her). 

This  is  like  the  Ayah  in  Surah  At-Tahrim: 

And  Maryam,  the  daughter  of  'Imran  who  guarded  her  chastity.  And  We  breathed  into  it  (her  garment)  through 

Our  Ruh.  (66:12) 

53 


. . . 

and  We  made  her  and  her  son  a  sign  for  the  nations. 

means,  evidence  that  Allah  is  able  to  do  all  things  and  that  He  creates  whatever  He  wills;  verily,  His 
command,  when  He  intends  a  thing,  is  only  that  He  says  to  it,  "Be"  --  and  it  is! 

This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

And  (We  wish)  to  appoint  him  as  a  sign  to  mankind.  (1 9:21 ) 


Allah  says: 


Truly,  this,  your  Ummah  is  one, 

Ibn  Abbas,  Mujahid,  Sa'id  bin  Jubayr,  Qatadah  and  Abdur-Rahman  bin  Zayd  bin  Aslam  said, 

"Your  religion  is  one  religion." 

Al-Hasan  Al-Basri  said: 

"In  this  Ayah,  Allah  explains  to  them  what  they  should  avoid  and  what  they  should  do." 

Then  He  said,  5^ljaiijj2£ts^£i!  Truly,  this,  your  Ummah  is  one  religion, 

"Meaning,  your  path  is  one  path.  Certainly  this  is  your  Shariah  (Divine  Law)  which  I  have  clearly 
explained  you." 

So  Allah  says: 

■  ■  ■ 

and  I  am  your  Lord,  therefore  worship  Me. 


This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


Ll&i  tasti 


O  (you)  Messengers!  Eat  of  the  Tayyibat  (good  things)  and  do  righteous  deeds.)  Until  His  saying,  gjs{ 

(And  I  am  your  Lord,  so  have  Taqwa  of  Me).  (23:51-52) 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

U>- 1 J  ttij j  %'S  I 

We  Prophets  are  brothers  from  different  mothers  and  our  religion  is  one. 

What  is  meant  here  is  that  they  all  worshipped  Allah  Alone  with  no  partner  or  associate,  although  the 
Laws  of  each  Messenger  may  have  differed,  as  Allah  says: 

L>L^u j 

To  each  among  you,  We  have  prescribed  a  Law  and  a  clear  way.  (5:48) 

.  . .  I  jaJaijj 

But  they  have  broken  up  and  differed  in  their  religion  among  themselves. 

meaning,  the  nations  were  divided  over  their  Messengers;  some  of  them  believed  in  them  and  some 
rejected  them. 

Allah  says: 

(And)  they  all  shall  return  to  Us. 

meaning,  'on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  when  We  will  requite  each  person  according  to  his  deeds.  If 
they  are  good,  then  he  will  be  rewarded  and  if  they  are  evil  then  he  will  be  punished.’ 

Allah  says: 

So  whoever  does  righteous  good  deeds  while  he  is  a  believer, 

meaning,  his  heart  believes  and  his  deeds  are  righteous. 

.  . .  . . . 

his  efforts  will  not  be  rejected. 


This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


I 'y>- 1  L-cuSl  L j 


certainly  We  shall  not  make  the  reward  of  anyone  who  does  his  deeds  in  the  most  perfect  manner  to  be  lost. 

(18:30) 

which  means,  his  efforts  will  not  be  wasted;  they  will  be  appreciated  and  not  even  a  speck  of  dust's 
weight  of  injustice  will  be  done. 

Allah  says: 
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OOcwS&HSjs- 

Verily,  We  record  it  for  him. 

means,  all  his  deeds  are  recorded  and  nothing  of  them  at  all  is  lost. 


95. 

And  a  ban  is  laid  on  every  town  which  We  have  destroyed  that  they  shall  not  return. 

96. 

y  y 

(j  y  ^  ^  U j  ^ j4- 1  il 

Until,  when  Ya'juj  and  Ma'juj  (Gog  and  Magog  people)  are  let  loose,  and  they  swoop  down  from 
every  Hadab. 

97. 

And  the  true  promise  shall  draw  near. 

Then,  you  shall  see  the  eyes  of  the  disbelievers  fixedly  staring  in  horror.  (They  will  say:)  "Woe  to 
us!  We  were  indeed  heedless  of  this  --  nay,  but  we  were  wrongdoers." 

Those  who  have  been  destroyed,  will  never  return  to  this  World 


Allah  tells: 

( ^ 0 )  6  U  p  I  i 

And  a  ban  is  laid  on  every  town  which  We  have  destroyed  that  they  shall  not  return. 

■  ■ 

And  a  ban  is  laid  on  every  town. 

Ibn  Abbas  said,  "it  is  enforced", 

i.e.,  it  has  been  decreed  that  the  people  of  each  township  that  has  been  destroyed  will  never  return  to 
this  world  before  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  as  is  reported  clearly  (through  other  narrations)  from  Ibn 
Abbas,  Abu  Ja'far  Al-Baqir,  Qatadah  and  others. 


Then  Allah  tells: 


Until,  when  Ya'juj  and  Ma'juj  are  let  loose, 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  they  are  from  the  progeny  of  Adam,  upon  him  be  peace; 
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they  are  also  descents  of  Nuh  through  his  son  Yafith  (Japheth),  who  was  the  father  of  the  Turks,  Turk 
referring  to  the  group  of  them  who  were  left  behind  the  barrier  which  was  built  by  Dhul-Qarnayn. 

Allah  says: 


This  is  a  mercy  from  my  Lord,  but  when  the  promise  of  my  Lord  comes,  He  shall  level  it  down  to  the  ground.  And 
the  promise  of  my  Lord  is  ever  true.  And  on  that  Day,  We  shall  leave  them  to  surge  like  waves  on  one 

another.. .(18:98-99) 

And  in  this  Ayah,  Allah  says: 


( ^  1 Js’  ij*  pb'i  ^  Jr  Us  b  Ijj 


Until,  when  Ya'juj  and  Ma'juj  are  let  loose,  and  they  swoop  down  from  every  Hadab. 

meaning,  they  will  come  forth  quickly  to  spread  corruption. 

A  Hadab  is  a  raised  portion  of  land.  This  was  the  view  of  Ibn  Abbas,  Ikrimah,  Abu  Salih,  Ath-Thawri 
and  others. 

This  is  how  their  emergence  is  described,  as  if  the  listener  can  see  it. 

And  none  can  inform  you  like  Him  Who  is  the  All-Knower.  (35:14) 

This  is  information  given  by  the  One  Who  knows  what  has  happened  and  what  is  yet  to  come,  the  One 
Who  knows  the  unseen  in  the  heavens  and  on  earth.  There  is  no  god  except  Him. 

Ibn  Jarir  narrated  that  Ubaydullah  bin  Abi  Yazid  said, 

"Ibn  Abbas  saw  some  young  boys  playing  and  pouncing  on  one  another,  and  said,  this  is  how 
Ya'juj  and  Ma'juj  will  emerge." 

Their  emergence  has  been  described  in  numerous  Hadiths  of  the  Prophet.  The  First  Hadith  Imam 
Ahmad  recorded  that  Abu  Sa'id  Al-Khudri  said: 

"I  heard  the  Messenger  of  Allah  say: 

I til  (3  .dJsLc- 

i’eS'i^A  j£ ti? USoU'3  j^cU)l(j]  Is 5$$"$  Ij  •&’£ ILjLi  3 

jSLi>^ .  -  jaA-y^i 

Ya'juj  and  Ma'juj  will  be  let  loose  and  will  emerge  upon  mankind,  as  Allah  says:  and  they  swoop  down  from 
every  Hadab. 

They  will  overwhelm  the  people,  and  the  Muslims  will  retreat  to  their  cities  and  strongholds,  bringing  their 
flocks  with  them.  They  (Ya'juj  and  Ma'juj)  will  drink  all  the  water  of  the  land  until  some  of  them  will  pass  a  river 
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and  drink  it  dry,  then  those  who  come  after  them  will  pass  by  that  place  and  will  say,  "There  used  to  be  water 
here  once." 

Then  there  will  be  no  one  left  except  those  who  are  in  their  strongholds  and  cities.  Then  one  of  them  will  say, 
"We  have  defeated  the  people  of  the  earth;  now  the  people  of  heaven  are  left." 

One  of  them  will  shake  his  spear  and  hurl  it  into  the  sky,  and  it  will  come  back  stained  with  blood,  as  a  test 
and  a  trial  for  them.  While  this  is  happening,  Allah  will  send  a  worm  in  their  necks,  like  the  worm  that  is  found 
in  date-stones  or  in  the  nostrils  of  sheep,  and  they  will  die  and  their  clamor  will  cease. 

Then  the  Muslims  will  say,  "Who  will  volunteer  to  find  out  what  the  enemy  is  doing!" 

One  of  them  will  step  forward  and  volunteer,  knowing  that  he  will  likely  be  killed.  He  will  go  down  and  will  find 
them  dead,  lying  on  top  of  one  another.  Then  he  will  call  out,  "O  Muslims!  Rejoice  that  Allah  has  sufficed  you 
against  your  enemy!" 

Then  they  will  come  out  of  their  cities  and  strongholds,  and  will  let  their  flocks  out  to  graze,  but  they  will  have 
nothing  to  graze  upon  except  the  flesh  of  these  people  (Ya'juj  and  Ma'juj),  but  it  will  fill  them  better  than  any 
vegetation  they  have  ever  eaten  before. 

It  was  also  recorded  by  Ibn  Majah. 

The  Second  Hadith  Imam  Ahmad  also  recorded  from  An-Nawwas  bin  Sam'an  Al-Kilabi: 

the  Messenger  of  Allah  mentioned  the  Dajjal  one  morning. 

"Sometimes  he  described  him  as  insignificant  and  sometimes  he  described  him  as  so  significant 
that  we  felt  as  if  he  were  in  the  cluster  of  palm  trees.  He  said: 

-  5  \j&  1  j  tii  (*5  (jj  I  I  j  l£j  I  dli  F  A)  j  > .  dii  Ija 

There  are  other  things  that  I  fear  for  you  more  than  the  Dajjal.  If  he  emerges  while  I  am  among  you,  I  will  deal 
with  him  for  you.  If  he  emerges  when  I  am  not  among  you,  then  each  man  will  have  to  deal  with  him  for 
himself,  and  Allah  will  take  care  of  each  Muslim  on  my  behalf.  He  (the  Dajjal)  will  be  a  young  man  with  short, 
curly  hair  and  a  floating  eye.  He  will  emerge  in  a  place  between  Syria  and  Iraq  and  will  spread  mischief  right 
and  left.  O  servants  of  Allah,  be  steadfast! 

We  said,  'O  Messenger  of  Allah,  how  long  will  he  remain  on  earth?' 

He  said, 

Forty  days:  one  day  like  a  year,  one  day  like  a  month,  one  day  like  a  week,  and  the  rest  of  the  days  like  your 
days. 

We  said,  'O  Messenger  of  Allah,  on  that  day  which  will  be  like  a  year,  will  the  prayers  of  one  day  and  one 
night  be  sufficient.' 

He  said, 

No,  but  you  will  have  to  compute  it  according  to  its  due  proportion  (and  pray  accordingly). 

We  said,  'O  Messenger  of  Allah,  how  fast  will  he  move  across  the  land?’ 

He  said, 


rj.  j) !  kj  j&S&Zi !  £ 


Like  a  cloud  driven  by  the  wind. 
He  said, 
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:  (j  IS  Jl>Jj I  ,_™~j  iiJ"  Lj» j  _yT  AA'j&  *^lj.rT  (j?" J-Cy  .eGjS^li^ij^jfjj^jc-tJ&j 

*jiJ^^!(_^i^^«^ltJk^-53£-iu)!t^-jijj)|  .tEfb^  4^4T  (JJ$y  i^i)}  J-££j5j£-UJjo>J 

il^i  J^&bl^ilil  <  JjfjS"  ^J>J>_U~  ‘Jc^ifyjt^&s'yij&c&jzi  -  ^(JSLc  Sj>U>i  P  4J.JJ  (jk^  I  J  .  j^^-'1'  §1/^1  '^it- 

:  :JP  iP^1'  J~*~p  -  .'  J3-' '  J]  ^7  J  T^'  ■  Pk  ,]pj  ^  y'  I  Uj  ^  ‘  (^.S  Ji-  ^  ''S  Ci- -A4-  yP''  j5.  S\  Y(L1j  I iuii  >J  J^y^ '  j] 


eJr-kJ'-r1  Orels'  cY  >*5 

He  will  come  to  a  people  and  call  them  (to  his  way)  and  they  will  respond  to  him.  He  will  issue  a  command  to 
the  sky  and  it  will  rain,  and  to  the  earth  and  it  will  bring  forth  vegetation,  then  their  livestock  will  come  to  them 
in  the  evening  with  their  humps  very  high  and  their  udders  full  of  milk  and  their  flanks  wide  and  fat. 

Then  he  will  come  to  another  people  and  call  them  (to  his  way)  and  they  will  refuse,  and  their  wealth  will  leave 
with  him,  and  they  will  be  faced  with  drought,  with  none  of  their  wealth  left.  Then  he  will  walk  through  the 
wasteland  and  will  say  to  it,  "Bring  forth  your  treasure,"  and  its  treasure  will  come  forth  like  a  swarm  of  bees. 

Then  he  will  issue  commands  that  a  man  be  killed,  and  he  will  strike  him  with  a  sword  and  cut  him  into  two 
pieces,  and  (put  these  pieces  as  far  apart)  as  the  distance  between  an  archer  and  his  target.  Then  he  will  call 
him,  and  the  man  will  come  to  him  with  his  face  shining. 

At  that  point  Allah  will  send  the  Messiah  'Isa  bin  Maryam,  who  will  come  down  to  the  white  minaret  in  the 
eastern  side  of  Damascus,  wearing  two  garments  lightly  dyed  with  saffron  and  with  his  hands  resting  on  the 
wings  of  two  angels. 

He  will  search  for  him  (the  Dajjal)  until  he  catches  up  with  him  at  the  eastern  gate  of  Ludd,  where  he  will  kill 
him. 

Then  Allah  will  reveal  to  'Isa  ibn  Maryam  the  words: 

"I  have  brought  forth  from  amongst  My  creatures  people  against  whom  none  will  be  able  to  fight.  Take  My 
servants  safely  to  the  Mount  (Tur)." 


Then  Allah  will  send  Ya'juj  and  Ma'juj,  as  Allah  says:  3 cj?  Pi  (and  they  swoop  down  from  every 

Hadab). 


PP  Ji  5  [  iSjj  ijp  '  J  c)  _>  Jst  'SiS  h  .  3  J> !  3  up3  ^ 


'Isa  and  his  companions  will  beseech  Allah,  and  Allah  will  send  against  them  insects  which  will  attack  their 
necks,  and  in  the  morning  they  will  all  perish  as  one. 

Then  'Isa  and  his  companions  will  come  down  and  they  will  not  find  a  single  spot  on  earth  that  is  free  from 
their  putrefaction  and  stench.  Then  'Isa  and  his  companions  will  again  beseech  Allah,  and  He  will  send  birds 
with  necks  like  those  of  Bactrian  camels,  and  they  will  carry  them  and  throw  them  wherever  Allah  wills. 

Ibn  Jabir  said: 


"'Ata'  bin  Yazid  As-Saksaki  told  me,  from  Ka'b  or  someone  else:  'They  will  throw  them  into  Al- 

Mahbal.' 


Ibn  Jabir  said: 

"I  said,  O  Abu  Yazid,  and  where  is  Al-Mahbal" 
He  said,  "In  the  east  (where  the  sun  rises)." 

He  said: 
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Then  Allah  will  send  rain  which  no  house  of  clay  or  (tent  of)  camel's  hair  will  be  able  to  keep  out,  for  forty  days, 
and  the  earth  will  be  washed  until  it  looks  like  a  mirror. 

Then  it  will  be  said  to  the  earth:  bring  forth  your  fruit  and  restore  your  blessing.  On  that  day  a  group  of  people 
will  be  able  to  eat  from  one  pomegranate  and  seek  shade  under  its  skin,  and  everything  will  be  blessed. 

A  milch-camel  will  give  so  much  milk  that  it  will  be  sufficient  for  a  whole  group  of  people,  and  a  milch-cow  will 
give  so  much  milk  that  it  will  be  sufficient  for  a  whole  clan,  and  a  sheep  will  be  sufficient  for  an  entire 
household. 

At  that  time  Allah  will  send  a  pleasant  wind  which  will  reach  beneath  their  armpits  and  will  take  the  soul  of 
every  Muslim  -  or  every  believer  -  and  there  will  be  left  only  the  most  evil  of  people  who  will  commit 
fornication  like  mules,  and  then  the  Hour  will  come  upon  them." 

This  was  also  recorded  by  Muslim  but  not  by  Al-Bukhari. 

It  was  also  recorded  by  the  Sunan  compilers,  with  different  chains  of  narrators.  At-Tirmidhi  said,  "It 
is  Hasan  Sahih." 

The  Third  Hadith  Imam  Ahmad  recorded  from  Ibn  Harmalah,  from  his  maternal  aunt  who  said: 

"The  Messenger  of  Allah  gave  a  Khutbah,  and  he  had  a  bandage  on  his  finger  where  he  had  been  stung  by  a 
scorpion.  He  said: 


You  say  that  you  have  no  enemy,  but  you  will  keep  fighting  your  enemies  until  Ya'juj  and  Ma'juj  come,  with 
their  wide  faces,  small  eyes  and  reddish  hair,  pouring  down  from  every  mound  with  their  faces  looking  like 
burnished  shields." 

Ibn  Abi  Hatim  recorded  a  Hadith  of  Muhammad  bin  'Amr  from  Khalid  bin  Abdullah  bin  Harmalah  Al- 
Mudlaji,  from  his  paternal  aunt,  from  the  Prophet,  and  he  mentioned  something  similar. 

It  was  confirmed  by  Hadiths  that  'Isa  bin  Maryam  will  perform  Hajj  to  the  Al-Bayt  AI-'Atiq  (i.e.,  the 

Ka'bah). 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Abu  Sa'id  said:  The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 


He  will  certainly  come  to  this  House  and  perform  Hajj  and  'Umrah,  after  the  emergence  of  Ya'juj 
and  Ma'juj. 

This  was  recorded  by  Al-Bukhari. 


And  the  true  promise  (Day  of  Resurrection)  shall  draw  near. 


the  Day  of  Resurrection,  when  these  terrors  and  earthquakes  and  this  chaos  will  come  to  pass.  The 
Hour  has  drawn  nigh  and  when  it  comes  to  pass,  the  disbelievers  will  say:  "This  is  a  difficult  Day." 
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Allah  says: 

■  ■  ■  . . . 

Then,  you  shall  see  the  eyes  of  the  disbelievers  fixedly  staring  in  horror. 

because  of  the  horror  of  the  tremendous  events  that  they  are  witnessing. 

...Lfeb... 


means,  they  will  say,  'Woe  to  us!' 


Woe  to  us! 


means,  in  the  world. 


■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

We  were  indeed  heedless  of  this, 


nay,  but  we  were  wrongdoers. 

they  will  admit  their  wrong-  doing  at  the  time  when  that  will  not  help  them  at  all. 


98. 

Certainly  you  and  that  which  you  are  worshipping  now  besides  Allah,  are  (but)  fuel  (Hasab)  for 
Hell!  (Surely)  you  will  enter  it. 

99. 

Had  these  been  gods,  they  would  not  have  entered  there  (Hell),  and  all  of  them  will  abide  therein 
forever. 

too. 

Therein  they  will  be  breathing  out  with  deep  sighs  and  roaring  and  therein  they  will  hear  not. 

101. 

Verily,  those  for  whom  the  good  has  preceded  from  Us,  they  will  be  removed  far  therefrom  (Hell). 

102. 

They  shall  not  hear  the  slightest  sound  of  it  (Hell),  while  they  abide  in  that  which  their  own  selves 
desire. 

103. 

The  greatest  terror  will  not  grieve  them,  and  the  angels  will  meet  them,  (with  the  greeting:)  "This  is 
your  Day  which  you  were  promised." 


The  Idolators  and  their  gods  are  Fuel  for  Hell 


Allah  says  to  the  people  of  Makkah,  the  idolators  of  the  Quraysh  and  those  who  followed  their  religion 
of  idol  worship: 


Certainly  you  and  that  which  you  are  worshipping  now  besides  Allah,  are  (but)  Hasab  for  Hell! 
Ibn  Abbas  said:  "Kindling." 

This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


whose  fuel  is  men  and  stones.  (66:6) 


According  to  another  report,  Ibn  Abbas  said:  (Hasab  for  Hell),  means  firewood  in  (the  dialect 

of  the  people  of)  Zanjiyyah. 

Mujahid,  Ikrimah  and  Qatadah  said:  "Its  fuel." 

Ad-Dahhak  said:  "The  fuel  of  Hell  means  that  which  is  thrown  into  it." 

This  was  also  the  view  of  others. 


■  ■  ■ 


(Surely)  you  will  enter  it. 


means,  you  will  go  into  it. 


. . .  j) 


Had  these  been  gods,  they  would  not  have  entered  there, 


means,  if  these  idols  and  false  gods  which  you  worshipped  instead  of  Allah,  had  really  been  gods, 
they  would  not  have  entered  the  Hellfire. 


and  all  of  them  will  abide  therein  forever. 

means,  the  worshippers  and  the  objects  of  their  worship  will  all  abide  therein  forever. 


Therein  they  will  be  breathing  out  with  deep  sighs  and  roaring, 


This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


they  will  have  (in  the  Fire),  Zafir  and  Shahiq.  (1 1 :1 06) 


Zafir  refers  to  their  exhalation,  and  Shahiq  refers  to  their  inhalation. 

0  >  ■  ■■ 


and  therein  they  will  hear  not. 
62 


The  State  of  the  Blessed 


Here  Allah  tells: 


Verily,  those  for  whom  the  good  has  preceded  from  Us, 

Ikrimah  said,  "Mercy." 

Others  said  it  means  being  blessed. 

( '  1  '  )£)jl ■  ■  ■ 

they  will  be  removed  far  therefrom. 

When  Allah  mentions  the  people  of  Hell  and  their  punishment  for  their  associating  others  in  worship 
with  Allah,  He  follows  that  with  a  description  of  the  blessed  who  believed  in  Allah  and  His  Messengers. 
These  are  the  ones  for  whom  the  blessing  has  preceded  from  Allah,  and  they  did  righteous  deeds  in 
the  world,  as  Allah  says: 

For  those  who  have  done  good  is  the  best  reward  and  even  more.  (10:26) 

Is  there  any  reward  for  good  other  than  good.  (55:60) 

Just  as  they  did  good  in  this  world,  Allah  will  make  their  final  destiny  and  their  reward  good;  He  will 
save  them  from  punishment  and  give  them  a  great  reward. 

. . . 

they  will  be  removed  far  therefrom. 


. . . 

They  shall  not  hear  the  slightest  sound  of  it, 

means,  they  will  not  feel  its  heat  in  their  bodies. 

0  '  ■  ■  ■ 

while  they  abide  in  that  which  their  own  selves  desire. 

means,  they  will  be  safe  from  that  which  they  fear,  and  they  will  have  all  that  they  love  and  desire. 

It  was  said  that  this  was  revealed  to  point  out  an  exception  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  worshipped 
instead  of  Allah,  and  to  exclude  'Uzayr  and  the  Messiah  from  their  number. 

Hajjaj  bin  Muhammad  Al-A'war  reported  from  Ibn  Jurayj,  and  Uthman  bin  Ata'  reported  from  Ibn 
Abbas: 

ijjSuflj  ii  jM  s&l  cuS  oi  &}&£  U j  jJ5l  Certainly  you  (disbelievers)  and  that  which  you  are 

worshipping  now  besides  Allah,  are  (but)  Hasab  for  Hell!  (Surely)  you  will  enter  it).  (98) 

Then  He  made  an  exception  and  said:  Verily,  those  for  whom  the  good  has 

preceded  from  Us.  (1 01 ) 
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It  was  said  that  this  referred  to  the  angels  and  'Isa,  and  others  who  are  worshipped  instead  of  Allah. 
This  was  the  view  of  Ikrimah,  Al-Hasan  and  Ibn  Jurayj. 

Muhammad  bin  Ishaq  bin  Yasar  said  in  his  book  of  Sirah: 

"According  to  what  I  have  heard,  the  Messenger  of  Allah  sat  down  one  day  with  Al-Walid  bin  Al- 
Mughirah  in  the  Masjid,  and  An-Nadr  bin  Al-Harith  came  and  sat  down  with  them.  There  were  also 
other  men  of  Quraysh  in  the  Masjid. 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  spoke,  then  An-Nadr  bin  Al-Harith  came  up  to  him  and  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
spoke  to  him  until  he  defeated  him  in  argument. 

Then  he  recited  to  him  and  to  them,  jt  'Jfe  $Sal  &  &}&&  U5  jj2\  Certainly  you 

(disbelievers)  and  that  which  you  are  worshipping  now  besides  Allah,  are  (but)  Hasab  for  Hell! 
(Surely)  you  will  enter  it).  (98)  Until  His  Statement,  (and  therein  they  will  hear  not). 

Then  the  Messenger  of  Allah  got  up  and  went  to  sit  with  Abdullah  bin  Al-Zab'ari  As-Sahmi. 

Al-Walid  bin  Al-Mughirah  said  to  Abdullah  bin  Al-Zab'ari,  "By  Allah,  An-Nadr  bin  Al-Harith  could  not 
match  the  son  of  Abd  Al-Muttalib  in  argument. 

Muhammad  claims  that  we  and  these  gods  that  we  worship  are  fuel  for  Hell." 

Abdullah  bin  Az-Zab'ari  said:  "By  Allah,  if  I  meet  with  him  I  will  defeat  him  in  argument.  Ask 
Muhammad  whether  everyone  that  is  worshipped  instead  of  Allah  will  be  in  Hell  with  those  who 
worshipped  him,  for  we  worship  the  angels,  and  the  Jews  worship  'Uzayr,  and  the  Christians 
worship  Al-Masih,  'Isa  bin  Maryam." 

Al-Walid  and  those  who  were  sitting  with  him  were  amazed  at  what  Abdullah  bin  Az-Zab'ari  said, 
and  they  thought  that  he  had  come  up  with  a  good  point. 

He  said  this  to  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  who  said: 

Everyone  who  likes  to  be  worshipped  instead  of  Allah  will  be  with  the  ones  who  worshipped  him, 
for  indeed  they  are  worshipping  the  Shaytan  and  whoever  told  them  to  worship  him. 

Then  Allah  revealed  the  words: 

9  9  y 

Verily,  those  for  whom  the  good  has  preceded  from  Us,  they  will  be  removed  far  therefrom  (Hell). 

They  shall  not  hear  the  slightest  sound  of  it  (Hell),  while  they  abide  in  that  which  their  own  selves 

desire. 

It  was  revealed  about  the  mention  of  'Isa,  'Uzayr  and  rabbis  and  monks  who  were  also  worshipped, 
who  had  spent  their  lives  in  devotion  towards  Allah,  but  the  misguided  people  who  came  after  them 
took  them  as  lords  instead  of  Allah. 

Concerning  the  notion  of  worshipping  the  angels  as  daughters  of  Allah,  the  following  words  were 
revealed: 

And  they  say:  "The  Most  Gracious  has  begotten  children."  Glory  to  Him!  They  are  but  honored  slaves. 
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Until  His  saying, 


And  if  any  of  them  should  say:  "Verily,  I  am  a  god  besides  Him,"  such  a  one  We  should  recompense  with  Hell. 

Thus  We  recompense  the  wrongdoers.  (21 :26-29) 

Concerning  'Isa  bin  Maryam,  the  fact  that  he  is  worshipped  alongside  Allah,  and  the  amazement  of  Al- 
Walid  and  the  others  who  were  present  at  the  argument  (of  Abdullah  bin  Az-Zab’ari),  the  following 
words  were  revealed: 


tidr&i  -  Ju^i  usoii^i 


And  when  the  son  of  Maryam  is  quoted  as  an  example,  behold,  your  people  cry  aloud  (laugh  out  at  the  example). 
And  say:  "Are  our  gods  better  or  is  he!"  They  quoted  not  the  above  example  except  for  argument.  Nay!  But  they 
are  a  quarrelsome  people.  He  was  not  more  than  a  slave.  We  granted  Our  favor  to  him,  and  We  made  him  an 
example  for  the  Children  of  Israel.  And  if  it  were  Our  will,  We  would  have  made  angels  to  replace  you  on  the 
earth.  And  he  shall  be  a  known  sign  for  the  Hour.  Therefore  have  no  doubt  concerning  it.  (43:57-61 ) 

meaning,  the  miracles  and  signs  that  happened  at  his  hands,  such  as  raising  the  dead  and  healing  the 
sick,  are  sufficient  as  signs  of  the  approach  of  the  Hour, 


Therefore  have  no  doubt  concerning  it.  And  follow  Me  (Allah)!  This  is  the  straight  path.  (43:63)” 

What  Ibn  Az-Zab'ari  said  was  a  serious  mistake,  because  the  Ayah  was  addressed  to  the  people  of 
Makkah  concerning  their  worship  of  idols  which  were  inanimate  and  could  not  think.  It  was  a  rebuke 

for  their  worship  of  them,  so  Allah  said:  Certainly  you  (disbelievers)  and 

that  which  you  are  worshipping  now  besides  Allah,  are  (but)  Hasab  for  Hell! 

How  could  this  be  applied  to  Al-Masih,  'Uzayr  and  others  who  did  righteous  deeds  and  did  not  accept 
the  worship  of  those  who  worshipped  them. 


The  greatest  terror  will  not  grieve  them, 

It  was  said  that;  this  means  death,  as  was  narrated  by  Abdur-Razzaq  from  Yahya  bin  Rabi'ah  from 
Ata.' 

Or  it  was  said  that;  the  greatest  terror  refers  to  the  blast  of  the  Trumpet,  as  AI-'Awfi  said  narrating  from 
Ibn  Abbas  and  Abu  Sinan,  Sa'id  bin  Sinan  Ash-Shaybani. 

This  was  the  view  favored  by  Ibn  Jarir  in  his  Tafsir. 

and  the  angels  will  meet  them,  (with  the  greeting:)  "This  is  your  Day  which  you  were  promised". 

meaning,  the  angels  will  greet  them  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection  when  they  emerge  from  their  graves 
with  the  words: 


cjjjzJjM'ijJiljjL&ijfjA  ("This  is  your  Day  which  you  were  promised"), 
meaning,  hope  for  the  best. 
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And  (remember)  the  Day  when  We  shall  roll  up  the  heaven  like  a  Sijill  for  books.  As  We  began 
the  first  creation,  We  shall  repeat  it.  (It  is)  a  promise  binding  upon  Us.  Truly,  We  shall  do  it. 


The  Heavens  will  be  rolled  up  on  the  Dav  of  Resurrection 


Allah  says:  this  will  happen  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection: 

. . . 

And  (remember)  the  Day  when  We  shall  roll  up  the  heaven  like  a  Sijill  for  books. 

This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

&  $ jid  lii.  I  I  WiiS  Uj 

They  made  not  a  just  estimate  of  Allah  such  as  is  due  to  Him.  And  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection  the  whole  of  the 
earth  will  be  grasped  by  His  Hand  and  the  heavens  will  be  rolled  up  in  His  Right  Hand.  Glorified  be  He,  and  High 
be  He  above  all  that  they  associate  as  partners  with  Him!  (39:67) 

Al-Bukhari  recorded  that  i\lafi'  reported  from  Ibn  Umar  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

On  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  Allah  will  seize  the  earth  and  the  heavens  will  be  in  His  Right  Hand. 

This  was  recorded  by  Al-Bukhari,  may  Allah  have  mercy  on  him. 

... 

like  a  Sijill  rolled  up  for  books. 

What  is  meant  by  Sijill  is  book.  As-Suddi  said  concerning  this  Ayah: 

"As-Sijill  is  an  angel  who  is  entrusted  with  the  records;  when  a  person  dies,  his  Book  (of  deeds)  is 
taken  up  to  As-Sijill,  and  he  rolls  it  up  and  puts  it  away  until  the  Day  of  Resurrection." 

But  the  correct  view  as  narrated  from  Ibn  Abbas  is  that;  As-Sijill  refers  to  the  record  (of  deeds). 

This  was  also  reported  from  him  by  Ali  bin  Abi  Talhah  and  AI-'Awfi.  This  was  also  stated  by  Mujahid, 
Qatadah  and  others.  This  was  the  view  favored  by  Ibn  Jarir,  because  this  usage  is  well-known  in  the 
(Arabic)  language. 

Based  on  the  above,  the  meaning  is:  the  Day  when  the  heaven  will  be  rolled  up  like  a  scroll.  This  is 
like  the  Ayah: 

a&lskllSE 


Then,  when  they  had  both  submitted  themselves  (to  the  will  of  Allah),  and  he  had  laid  him  prostrate  on  his 

forehead.  (37:103) 

There  are  many  more  linguistic  examples  in  this  respect.  Allah  knows  best. 

(1  •  £)^istf  ■  ■  ■ 

As  We  began  the  first  creation,  We  shall  repeat  it.  (It  is)  a  promise  binding  upon  Us.  Truly,  We  shall  do 
it. 
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means,  this  will  inevitably  come  to  pass  on  the  Day  when  Allah  creates  His  creation  anew.  As  He 
created  them  in  the  first  place,  He  is  surely  able  to  re-create  them.  This  must  inevitably  come  to  pass 
because  it  is  one  of  the  things  that  Allah  has  promised,  and  He  does  not  break  His  promise.  He  is  able 

to  do  that.  Because  He  says:  (Truly,  We  shall  do  it). 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Ibn  Abbas  said:  The  Messenger  of  Allah  stood  among  us  exhorting  us, 
and  said: 

ji-Sdi-  js-jji-dill  1 

t!f  131  title  I  ji  Ijt  Jj  Ui- 

You  will  be  gathered  before  Allah  barefoot,  naked  and  uncircumcised. 

As  We  began  the  first  creation,  We  shall  repeat  it.  (It  is)  a  promise  binding  upon  Us.  Truly,  We  shall 
do  it. 

And  he  mentioned  the  entire  Hadith. 

It  was  also  recorded  in  the  Two  Sahihs,  and  Al-Bukhari  mentioned  it  in  his  Tafsir  of  this  Ayah. 


And  indeed  We  have  written  in  Az-Zabur  after  Adh-Dhikr  that  My  righteous  servants  shall  inherit 
the  land. 


Verily,  in  this  there  is  a  plain  Message  for  people  who  worship  Allah 


i|/t  Xj* ij 


And  We  have  sent  you  (O  Muhammad)  not  but  as  a  mercy  for  the  'Alamin. 


The  Earth  will  be  inherited  by  the  Righteous 


Allah  tells  us  of  His  decree  for  His  righteous  servants  who  are  the  blessed  in  this  world  and  in  the 
Hereafter,  those  who  will  inherit  the  earth  in  this  world  and  in  the  Hereafter. 


As  Allah  says: 


Verily,  the  earth  is  Allah's.  He  gives  it  as  a  heritage  to  whom  He  wills  of  His  servants;  and  the  (blessed)  end  is  for 

those  who  have  Taqwa.  (7:128) 

/i 


Verily,  We  will  indeed  make  victorious  Our  Messengers  and  those  who  believe  in  this  world's  life  and  on  the  Day 

when  the  witnesses  will  stand  forth.  (40:51) 


(jy^l  i_ilii4l  Ii5’t_y’i/S)l  (j; 


I  o  t>d-A)  1 1 5  I  y*  U  &  1 I  j 


Allah  has  promised  those  among  you  who  believe  and  do  righteous  good  deeds,  that  He  will  certainly  grant  them 
succession  in  the  land,  as  He  granted  it  to  those  before  them,  and  that  He  will  grant  them  the  authority  to  practice 

their  religion  which  He  has  chosen  for  them.  (24:55) 
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Allah  tells  us  that  this  is  recorded  in  the  Books  of  Divine  Laws  and  Decrees,  and  that  it  will  inevitably 
come  to  pass. 

Allah  says: 

And  indeed  We  have  written  in  Az-Zabur  after  Adh-Dhikr, 

Al-A'mash  said:  "I  asked  Sa'id  bin  Jubayr  about  the  Ayah:  (And  indeed  We 

have  written  in  Az-Zabur  after  Adh-Dhikr,  He  said: 

'Az-Zabur  means  the  Tawrah,  the  Injil  and  the  Qur'an.'" 

Mujahid  said,  "Az-Zabur  means  the  Book." 

Ibn  Abbas,  Ash-Sha'bi,  Al-Hasan,  Qatadah  and  others  said, 

"Az-Zabur  is  that  which  was  revealed  to  Dawud,  and  Adh-Dhikr  is  the  Tawrah." 

Mujahid  said: 

"Az-Zabur  means  the  Books  which  came  after  Adh-Dhikr,  and  Adh-Dhikr  is  the  Mother  of  the  Book 
(Umm  Al-Kitab)  which  is  with  Allah." 

This  was  also  the  view  of  Zayd  bin  Aslam: 

"It  is  the  First  Book." 

Ath-Thawri  said:  "It  is  Al-Lawh  Al-Mahfuz." 

0  ’  ■  ■  ■ 

that  My  righteous  servants  shall  inherit  the  land. 

Mujahid  said,  narrating  from  Ibn  Abbas,  "This  means,  the  land  of  Paradise." 

This  was  also  the  view  of  Abu  Aliyah,  Mujahid,  Sa'id  bin  Jubayr,  Ash-Sha'bi,  Qatadah,  As-Suddi,  Abu 
Salih,  Ar-Rabi'  bin  Anas  and  Ath-Thawri  (may  Allah  have  mercy  on  them). 

b\ 

Verily,  in  this  (the  Qur'an)  there  is  a  plain  Message  for  people  who  worship  Allah. 

means,  'in  this  Qur'an  which  We  have  revealed  to  Our  servant  Muhammad,  there  is  a  plain  Message 
which  is  beneficial  and  is  sufficient  for  a  people  who  worship  Allah.' 

This  refers  to  those  who  worship  Allah  in  the  manner  which  He  has  prescribed  and  which  He  loves 
and  is  pleased  with,  and  they  would  rather  obey  Allah  than  follow  the  Shaytan  or  their  own  desires. 


uhammad  is  a  Mercy  to  the  Worlds 


Allah  says: 

And  We  have  sent  you  not  but  as  a  mercy  for  the  'Alamin. 

Here  Allah  tells  us  that  He  has  made  Muhammad  a  mercy  to  the  Alamin,  i.e.,  He  sent  him  as  a  mercy 
for  all  of  them  (peoples),  so  whoever  accepts  this  mercy  and  gives  thanks  for  this  blessing,  will  be 
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happy  in  this  world  and  in  the  Hereafter.  But  whoever  rejects  it  and  denies  it,  will  lose  out  in  this  world 
and  in  the  Hereafter,  as  Allah  says: 


Have  you  not  seen  those  who  have  changed  the  blessings  of  Allah  into  disbelief,  and  caused  their  people  to  dwell 
in  the  house  of  destruction  Hell,  in  which  they  will  burn,  --  and  what  an  evil  place  to  settle  in!  (14:28-29) 

And  Allah  says,  describing  the  Qur'an: 

Say:  "It  is  for  those  who  believe,  a  guide  and  a  healing.  And  as  for  those  who  disbelieve,  there  is  heaviness  in 
their  ears,  and  it  is  blindness  for  them.  They  are  those  who  are  called  from  a  place  far  away."  (41 :44) 

Muslim  reports  in  his  Sahih:  Ibn  Abi  'Umar  told  us,  Marwan  Al-Fazari  told  us,  from  Yazid  bin  Kisan, 
from  Ibn  Abi  Hazim  that  Abu  Hurayrah  said  that;  it  was  said,  "O  Messenger  of  Allah,  pray  against  the 
idolators."  He  said: 


I  was  not  sent  as  a  curse,  rather  I  was  sent  as  a  mercy. 

This  was  recorded  by  Muslim. 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  'Amr  bin  Abi  Qurrah  Al-Kindi  said: 

"Hudhayfah  was  in  Al-Mada'in  and  he  was  mentioning  things  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  had  said. 
Hudhayfah  came  to  Salman  and  Salman  said:  'O  Hudhayfah,  the  Messenger  of  Allah  (would 
sometimes  be  angry  and  would  speak  accordingly,  and  would  sometimes  be  pleased  and  would 
speak  accordingly.  I  know  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah)  addressed  us  and  said: 

s brj  i  UY  iZ^yac.!  3)5 1  bt  icufOd&i)  ^  {3  (^*4)  I  ctf  be  I 

askjll 

Any  man  of  my  Ummah  whom  I  have  insulted  or  cursed  when  I  was  angry  -  for  I  am  a  man  from 
among  the  sons  of  Adam,  and  I  get  angry  just  as  you  do.  But  Allah  has  sent  me  as  a  Mercy  to  the 
Worlds,  so  I  will  make  that  (my  anger)  into  blessings  for  him  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection." 

This  was  also  recorded  by  Abu  Dawud  from  Ahmad  bin  Yunus  from  Za'idah. 

It  may  be  asked:  what  kind  of  mercy  do  those  who  disbelieve  in  him  get? 

The  answer  is  what  Abu  Jafar  bin  Jarir  recorded  from  Ibn  Abbas  concerning  the  Ayah: 

&M!  (And  We  have  sent  you  not  but  as  a  mercy  for  the  Alamin),  He  said, 

"Whoever  believes  in  Allah  and  the  Last  Day,  mercy  will  be  decreed  for  him  in  this  world  and  in  the 
Hereafter; 

whoever  does  not  believe  in  Allah  and  His  Messenger,  will  be  protected  from  that  which  happened 
to  the  nations  of  earthquakes  and  stoning." 


Say:  "It  is  revealed  to  me  that  your  God  is  only  one  God.  Will  you  then  be  Muslims!" 
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109. 

&ji>£  y  (JjLsI 

But  if  they  turn  away  say:  "1  give  you  a  notice  to  be  known  to  us  all  alike.  And  1  know  not  whether 
that  which  you  are  promised  is  near  or  far." 

110. 

"Verily,  He  knows  that  which  is  spoken  aloud  and  He  knows  that  which  you  conceal." 

111. 

cs->  (Jj.  (jy^  <jjj 

"And  1  know  not,  perhaps  it  may  be  a  trial  for  you,  and  an  enjoyment  for  a  while." 

112. 

He  said:  "My  Lord!  Judge  You  in  truth! 

tu (r'i 

Our  Lord  is  the  Most  Gracious,  Whose  help  is  to  be  sought  against  that  which  you  attribute!" 

The  main  Objective  of  Revelation  is  that  Allah  be  worshipped! 


Allah  commands  His  Messenger: 

...Ji 

Say:  i.e.  say  to  the  idolators: 

"It  is  revealed  to  me  that  your  God  is  only  one  God.  Will  you  then  be  Muslims!" 

meaning,  will  you  then  follow  that  and  submit  to  it! 


But  if  they  turn  away, 

means,  if  they  ignore  that  to  which  you  call  them. 


say:  "I  give  you  a  notice  to  be  known  to  us  all  alike..." 

meaning,  'I  declare  that  I  am  in  a  state  of  war  with  you  as  you  are  in  a  state  of  war  with  me.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  you  just  as  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  me.'  This  is  like  the  Ayah: 


And  if  they  belie  you,  say:  "For  me  are  my  deeds  and  for  you  are  your  deeds!  You  are  innocent  of 
what  I  do,  and  I  am  innocent  of  what  you  do!"  (1 0:41 ) 
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If  you  fear  treachery  from  any  people,  throw  back  (their  covenant)  to  them  (so  as  to  be)  on  equal  terms  (that  there 
will  be  no  more  covenant  between  you  and  them).  (8:58) 

which  means:  so  that  both  you  and  they  will  know  that  the  treaty  is  null  and  void. 

Similarly,  Allah  says  here:  Je  But  if  they  turn  away  say:  "I  give  you  a  notice  to  be 

known  to  us  all  alike..." 

meaning,  'I  have  already  informed  you  that  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  you  and  you  have  nothing  to  do 
with  me.' 


o  one  knows  when  the  Hour  will  come 


And  He  (Muhammad)  says: 


And  I  know  not  whether  that  which  you  are  promised  (i.e.,  the  Day  of  Resurrection)  is  near  or  far. 

meaning:  'it  will  inevitably  come  to  pass,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  whether  it  is  near  or  far.’ 


0  ) 


Verily,  He  (Allah)  knows  that  which  is  spoken  aloud  (openly)  and  He  knows  that  which  you  conceal. 

Allah  knows  the  Unseen  in  its  entirety;  He  knows  what  His  creatures  do  openly  and  what  they  do 
secretly.  He  knows  what  is  visible  and  what  is  concealed;  He  knows  what  is  secret  and  hidden.  He 
knows  what  His  creatures  do  openly  and  in  secret,  and  He  will  requite  them  for  that,  for  both  minor  and 
major  actions. 

And  I  know  not,  perhaps  it  may  be  a  trial  for  you,  and  an  enjoyment  for  a  while. 

meaning,  'I  do  not  know,  perhaps  it  is  a  trial  for  you,  and  an  enjoyment  for  a  while.’ 

Ibn  Jarir  said:  'perhaps  that  is  being  delayed  for  you  as  a  test  for  you,  and  enjoyment  for  an  allotted 
time.' 

This  was  narrated  by  'Awn  from  Ibn  Abbas.  And  Allah  knows  best. 

He  said:  "My  Lord!  Judge  You  in  truth! 

means,  judge  between  us  and  our  people  who  disbelieve  in  the  truth. 

Qatadah  said:  "The  Prophets  (peace  be  upon  them)  used  to  say: 


"Our  Lord!  Judge  between  us  and  our  people  in  truth,  for  You  are  the  Best  of  those  who  give  judgment."  (7:89), 
and  the  Messenger  of  Allah  was  commanded  to  say  this  too." 

It  was  reported  from  Malik  from  Zayd  bin  Aslam  that;  when  the  Messenger  of  Allah  witnessed  any 
fighting,  he  would  say: 
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"My  Lord!  Judge  You  in  truth!" 

0  '  ■  ■  ■ 

Our  Lord  is  the  Most  Gracious,  Whose  help  is  to  be  sought  against  that  which  you  attribute! 

means,  'against  the  various  lies  and  fabrications  that  you  utter,  some  of  which  are  worse  than  others; 
Allah  is  the  One  Whose  Help  we  seek  against  that.' 
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